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Sister Maria Cherubina Bresciani (30)246

San Angelo

August 29, 1744

May the Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ
be always in our hearts.

My Daughter in Jesus Crucified,
Do not be surprised that I am so slow in writing to you because from May in this year I have been sick and 
still experience the inconvenience of a type of sciatica. By the grace of God I am getting better. In order 
to use the baths nearby in Viterbo, I am here in the Retreat of San Angelo on Mount Fogliano to secure a 
change of air. I will end the summer here, and, when I have finished certain missions and a trip to Rome, I 
will return to the Retreat of the Presentation. I hope to be there by the middle of November.
Now, I tell you that the affairs of your spirit are going well and that you walk with too much timidity and 
fear. I would have you humble, contemned, distrustful of self, but even more that you walk in the divine 
service with great joy, great confidence in God, all abandoned and rested in the divine fatherly bosom. Your 
coldness and miseries ought to humble you all the more, but then throw everything into the fire of the love 
of God, which will consume everything and cause it to vanish like a mote of straw cast into a great furnace, 
which is consumed and lost in such a way that you cannot find even a shadow of it.
Your temptations are not coming from the cause you assumed in your letter. They are caused entirely by the 
devil, who is greatly enraged to see you serving God and that you wish to be entirely sacrificed to his Holy 
Love. So make nothing out of this. Scorn the devil and do not think about the temptations at all; do not call 
them up for examination. Your body is not disposed to such fantasies; God is permitting them to make you 
humble and purify you the more. You can experience the great assistance of God, who stands in the midst 
of your heart, fighting in you and for you.
Whence comes this great aversion for such temptations, the sleepless vigilance, the promptness in casting 
them off, in abhorring them? Do not all these come from the great assistance of God and from the strength 
that God gives you? Courage then, for the victory is ours, but it is ours in Christ Jesus who is our victory.
So continue your present way, both in regard to prayer and Communion. Stay recollected in yourself with 
the continuous Presence of God, frequently arousing your spirit with darts of love and holy colloquies, brief 
but penetrating, and repose in God with a loving peace and gentle attention, frequently reviving your faith 
in this sweet Presence of God .^
Now, I am speaking secretly to your heart that in a short time the Retreat on the island of Elba will be estab-
lished, and in a short time the affair will be taken care of, either when I will be in Rome or from here, seeing 
we have good opportunity. There should be two more Retreats established, but we must wait for candidates. 
By late fall I have great confidence that we shall have some, in particular one of great spirit, active on mis-
sions, etc., and he is bringing others with him.
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Let us recommend the affair to God, especially that concerning the solemn approbation of our Congrega-
tion. I am going to Rome over this solemn approval that our religious desire so much, and on this depends 
the recruitment of candidates and the expansion of the Congregation with more Retreats, etc.
So there is need to pray more and with great fervor and spirit, with tears, and, above all, with a lively faith.
I thank you in Jesus Christ for the charity you continue toward me, both for the pasta and other things; but 
I wish you would not inconvenience yourself. May Jesus give you an eternal reward.
Father Anthony is staying at the Retreat of San Eutizio, Martyr, where his sacred body is buried. He is giv-
ing himself much to our spirit and is doing well. I recommend him to you for holy perseverance.
I will say no more, for I can work only a little while. If I improve, as I expect, at the end of September I 
will leave for the mission and then for Rome. Jesus bless you and inflame you with his holy love. Amen.
You are using my family name Danei, but after the Congregation was approved, all the religious took on 
saints’ names. I am Paul of the Cross, Least Discalced Cleric Regular, for that is the title of the Congrega-
tion.
Your unworthy servant in the Lord,
Paul of the Cross, Least Discalced Cleric Regular
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Notice Paul’s advice in regard to temptations and how God is assisting one in the midst of temptations.


