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Bishop Count Peter M. Garagni (17)244

San Angelo

Vetralla

June 23, 1744

J.M.J.

Reverend Father,
Yesterday, about midday, I arrived at Vetralla to continue on to the Retreat of San Angelo, where, on the 
advice of the doctors in Orbetello, I should pass the summer since the air is lighter and take a tincture of 
steel in whey in order to regain perfect health because I was sick for forty days, and, if my sickness had not 
changed, I would be in eternity.
All this time, and even before, I was anxious, but peaceful, because I had not received a letter from you, 
despite the fact that I and Father Fulgentius had written. Now you have deigned to console me, for last 
evening a letter was forwarded to me from the Retreat of San Eutizio. Oh, how good is our great God! With 
my face at your feet, I offer you lively thanks for the charity you continue and the charitable part you took 
with His Holiness for our poor Congregation. While we continually pray our Lord for all the Holy Church, 
now in our Retreats all our prayers and penances are applied primarily for His Holiness so that His Divine 
Majesty may give great light and strength in the present needs, and for all the Holy Church.
In our poor Retreats the Most High is served with great fervor, according to the reports I have from those in 
charge. It is wonderful to see the fervent spirit with which they strive to acquire the holy virtues, especially 
the young ones. If they were not reined in, they would overdo it. Poor as I am, I have lost a great good since 
I cannot follow the common life. May the Name of the Lord be praised. I cannot do more for my head is 
bad.
I am writing a couple of lines to Father Struzzieri. I pay him my profound respects and ask for his holy 
prayers and blessing. I greet with all courtesy your nephew, the canon, and all in the Lord.
In November I hope to pay a visit, if I am alive and well, as I hope to be.
Your humble and complete servant in the Lord,
Paul of the Cross, Least Discalced Cleric Regular

__________________________________________________________________
244.
Paul informs Garagni of his long sickness of forty days, and that he will spend the summer at Vetralla, where the air is better. 
“The present needs” of the Church,” which he mentions here and has mentioned in an earlier letter, probably refers to damage 
done during the War of the Austrian Succession.


