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Bishop Alexander Abbati (10)243

Vetralla

San Angelo

March 7, 1744

J.M.J.

Your Excellency,
Thanks forever to our great God, nine religious arrived with me on Thursday evening in Vetralla, where we 
were received by the clergy and the town leaders with a demonstration of singular piety and devotion, and 
conducted to College Church. After adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, the archpriest gave a fervent ser-
mon, fitting to our Institute. After Benediction with the Blessed Sacrament, we were housed in the home of 
our benefactor and syndic, Signore Peter Brugiotti, who treated us with refined charity and great liberality.
It was a cause of great edification to see the canons and town leaders serve the religious at table after wash-
ing the feet of all. This could have brought tears to the eyes of the hardest of hearts. On Friday morning we 
went out in procession from Vetralla to take possession of the new Retreat, which was done by the magis-
trate, as is the practice, along with the deed.
The Te Deum Laudamus was intoned, then a short and very devout sermon was preached by Prior Mancini. 
I then sang the High Mass, after which there was the procession with the Blessed Sacrament in the ciborium 
around the courtyard of the church. When the blessing was given, we reposed the Blessed Sacrament in 
the tabernacle. So ended the solemn ceremony of the solemn taking possession with tender devotion for all 
who were there.
I thought it was my strict obligation to give Your Excellency this report as you are our zealous pastor and 
father, and so I know your devout heart will be moved the more to magnify our great God for the majesty 
with which he has shown forth his mercies to us.
The rector of this Retreat is Father John Baptist of Saint Michael the Archangel, elected by the full votes of 
our Chapter at the Presentation in accord with our Rules. With him are Father John Thomas of Saint Francis 
Xavier, Father Joseph Mary of the Seven Sorrows of Mary Most Holy, and two devout clerics, numbering 
five in all. When the building is finished, there will be a larger number of religious, twelve at least, in addi-
tion to lay brothers.
I ask the care of Your Excellency to grant faculties for confessions to Father Joseph, who took care of con-
fessions for fourteen years in Chiavari in the diocese of Genoa and is well versed in moral theology, even 
more in piety, so that we may have two confessors. For now that will be sufficient. After two or three hours 
I am leaving with the religious, destined to take possession of San Eutizio in Soriano, and asking Your Ex-
cellency to accompany me with your holy blessing. Excuse my mistakes, for I have written in great haste 
because of my occupations. And with profound reverence, I affirm that I am,
Your unworthy, humble, dedicated servant,
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Paul of the Cross, Least Discalced Cleric Regular
I will await your desires in Soriano.

__________________________________________________________________
243.
In two letters to the bishop of Viterbo, dated March 7 and April 10, 1744, Paul describes the opening of the Retreat at Vetralla 
and explains why he cannot be at Vetralla for the bishop’s visit.


