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Sister Maria Cherubina Bresciani (29)

Presentation

February 26, 1744

The Holy Passion of Jesus be always in our hearts.

My Daughter in Jesus Crucified,
May God be forever blessed, who once more has given me news of the conduct of your soul. I have not 
received any letters since a long time back when you wrote you had no flowers for the garden, etc. Only the 
one written on January 19 was received yesterday. I can say that I had the passing thought you were ordered 
not to write to me any more. I thought I had some reason to think that way, while reflecting that I was not 
receiving your letters. However, that was not the case, but I continued in peace, adoring the divine disposi-
tions without neglecting to remember you in my poor prayers. I would have been pleased to read the letter 
from the bishop, but it seems it was lost. Do not be pained at all over that, but unite yourself to the Divine 
Will that has permitted it. I thank our lovable Good that he keeps you always balanced and persevering in 
the path you have undertaken. Have no doubt, my daughter, that in a short time the good God will free you 
from temptations, etc. Your heart will be renewed completely, and you will burn with holy love in the sweet 
Heart of Jesus. Be courageous in fighting, but keep a peaceful spirit. The humble heart will always be vic-
torious. You see well that His Divine Majesty teaches you by means of the combat to distrust yourself and 
trust only in God, etc. Continue to show the most refined charity to the sick sisters and with the poor, etc. 
Pay no attention to that religious who claims you sin in being charitable to that poor woman. I desire that 
before you repeat your act of external charity, you show her a spiritual favor by a kindly way of reasoning 
to bring her around and gain her for God. I trust you will succeed.
In prayer, follow your usual way and be obedient to the internal direction of the Holy Spirit, allowing your 
spirit to be free to fly where that sweet and loving breath of that Divine Spirit guides you. Keep a quiet, 
peaceful, recollected interior, remaining solitary in your interior cell, treating one-on-one with your Be-
loved Good, reposing in him, losing yourself completely in that immense sea of love. God will teach you 
these things.
Now, I want briefly to give you a small account of myself. Thanks to my God, I am on the cross within and 
without, for I have no want of interior and external pains as well as the continual business of traveling. I 
was in Rome in December, and then I had two missions near Rome. The affairs of our least Congregation 
are going well, always thanks to God, and these good sons are very fervent. Often I am moved to tenderness 
to see them so humble, mortified, and devout. I am giving their retreat now and preparing them for their 
holy profession, which many will make this coming Sunday. Monday, after the midday meal, we will leave, 
please God, for the foundation of two Retreats, one on Mount Fogliano near Vetralla, the other in the shrine 
of the glorious martyr, San Eutizio, near Soriano, the capital of the Albani House, which was ceded to us by 
Cardinal Albani. This is the sanctuary where the body of San Eutizio is kept, and there are catacombs like 
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in Rome. Outside of Rome I have not seen a sanctuary as devout and beautiful as this.
However, I am not finding satisfaction in anything. I am on the cross without comfort; besides, I now have 
a palpitation of the heart, and, if it continues, I will soon end my poor life. I ought to take care of myself, 
but I cannot. If I am still alive in May, I will undergo purging with a sweetening decoction, blood letting, 
etc. Pray much for me that our Lord give me the grace to die penitent and fortified with the sacraments, for 
this is an evil that is coming on fast.
I am sending the cotton soaked with oil from the sanctuary lamp, as you wish. When I have led the religious 
to the two new Retreats, I will return here about the middle of March. Write to me so that when I return, I 
can read your letter, and I will rejoice to know the thoughts of the bishop.
To make sure your letters get to me safely, give them to your brother, who will send them by post. I will 
send this to him. Let us pray God to provide workers for this Congregation, for the need is great, seeing we 
are establishing more Retreats. We must take possession of the Retreat in Toscanella in November, for all 
the difficulties have been cleared away. But I have not accepted it yet because there are not sufficient reli-
gious. Let us pray vigorously. You can imagine what fears I have in my poor mind, but I am at peace. These 
are projects that exceed my powers and abilities, so fears are not wanting to me, etc. I put all my hopes in 
God. Jesus enrich you with all fullness of graces and blessings. Amen
God reward you for your charity for everything, and I thank you in God.
Your unworthy servant,
Paul of the Cross, Least Discalced Cleric Regular


