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Pope Benedict XIV (1)

[1744]

Most Holy Father,
Kneeling at the holy feet of Your Holiness with my face in the dust, my poor heart bows in completely true 
tribute of humblest gratitude for the favors which you deigned with total kindness and charity to visit and 
strengthen this small but most faithful flock with your letter. That letter will be read with profound rever-
ence and veneration at the Provincial Chapter, which, due to the illness of the provincial, is being delayed 
until after this coming Easter.
Meanwhile, I will not fail to inform all the Retreats of the fervent, apostolic charity with which Your Holi-
ness deigned with so much fatherly affection to encourage and animate all to fervor of spirit and to perse-
verance in the path undertaken.
I cannot pass over assuring Your Holiness that despite the events that are occurring, however dishearten-
ing they may be, the entire Congregation remains faithful both in the observance of the holy Rules and in 
keeping up all the spiritual exercises, which they follow day and night, to the greater glory of God and the 
spiritual benefit of our neighbors, as occasion offers.
And although the devil has used all his strength to attack us, a lively hope grows in my heart that when 
the time determined by the always adorable Providence of God arrives, His Divine Majesty will pour out 
his Holy Spirit into these poor ones, so they will stand as a wall for the House of Israel and be instruments 
for his glory by fighting bravely, even to shedding their blood for the life of our Holy Mother, the Catholic 
Church.
Meanwhile, I assure Your Holiness that they are holding their arms outstretched to heaven and calling out 
to the Lord to long preserve Your Holiness in health and to give you more and more light and strength to 
humble and bring back to the sheepfold of Jesus Christ all those who stand in pride and abuse. Kneeling to 
kiss your most holy feet, with profound reverence I implore your holy apostolic blessing for my unworthy 
self and all these poor ones.
Your humble, unworthy, obligated servant in the Lord, and obedient son,
Paul of the Cross


