
WWW.PASSIOCHRISTI.ORG

403

Sister Maria Cherubina Bresciani (28)

Presentation

December 18, 1743

May the Passion of the Lord Jesus Christ
be always in our hearts.

My Daughter in Jesus Crucified,
I received your letter, and before my departure from this Retreat for Vetralla and Soriano, I am answering 
by telling you that the true love of God is exercised on the Cross of the Beloved Good Christ Jesus, and the 
correct way to enrich oneself with grace in the midst of internal and external pain is to feed on the Divine 
Will. This is a great point. It is a great perfection to resign oneself in everything to the Divine Will; a greater 
perfection is to live abandoned with great indifference in the Divine Good Pleasure. This is a maxim of high 
perfection, and the highest perfection is to feed in a pure spirit of faith and love on the Divine Will. Oh! 
sweet Jesus! what a great thing you taught with words and deeds of eternal life! Recall what the lovable 
Savior said to his beloved disciples: it was his food to do the Will of his Eternal Father. “My food is to do 
the will of him who sent me, that I may perfect his work.”
Recall that this food of eternal life is the Sovereign Food of doing the Will of the Most High. His Divine 
Majesty is accustomed to season with various kinds of tastes – sweet to the spirit, although bitter to the 
natural taste and to self-love. Now these flavors are pains of all kinds, with which the Heavenly Father is 
accustomed to endow his most loved souls. In that way the Father brings them to the highest perfection, if 
they are faithful to fulfill with perfection the Will of God, because they feed the spirit with ineffable sweet-
ness. You must aspire to this and be faithful in continuing your exercise and practice of solid virtue. And 
with regard to penances, now that your body is exhausted with sickness, it is necessary not to aggravate it 
any more, but simply accept with joy the penance that God gives you in your sickness, etc.
I do not feel myself inspired to speak to Doctor Fazzi for his daughters, whom he has in the convent. Be-
sides, I cannot because I am departing. You are to recommend both me and the whole Congregation to God, 
especially now that I am going to take up an important business for the glory of God, etc. Pray and have 
others pray a lot.
With regard to writing Thomas, let it be seldom and with prudence, caution, simplicity, and detachment. I 
will not fail to recommend to God the religious you referred to and all the convent. I end in haste and pray 
all fullness of blessing for you from the Lord. I am,
Your unworthy servant,
Paul of the Cross, Least Discalced Cleric Regular
I thank you for the holy signs; they are well made. If you would please make some more for me. Do not 
make that line with thread in the middle of the cross, but around the cross, and let it be smooth.


