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Canon Paul Polycarp Cerruti (5)

Presentation

November 23, 1743

J.M.J.

Reverend Canon,
The two candidates, sent through your zeal, have arrived at this Retreat and were accompanied by Father 
Anthony. A short time after their arrival, I conducted a retreat for all three, and at First Vespers of the Pre-
sentation they were vested with the habit of the Congregation with full solemnity. They seem to be filled 
with piety, etc. I want to hope for a good outcome, for they are prompt to everything. The young man from 
Solerio is very behind in his studies, and I have little expectation that he will ever succeed as an evangelical 
worker, given his lack of natural ability. Now that he is here, he will be given every help; otherwise, if he 
does not succeed in his vocation, he will attend to his own perfection.
I am writing in haste, for I am leaving for Rome. I was called by a qualified person on the part of some car-
dinals who are enthusiastic about our Congregation and wish to establish a Retreat in the vicinity of the city. 
I am going, therefore, to join with them and visit the locations, etc. “Let that happen which is good in the 
eyes of the Lord.” I am working with a prompt spirit, but also with a huge repugnance on the part of nature 
against making such trips, especially because I am not in complete health, etc. May the Name of the Lord 
be blessed. I will stay in Rome a few days, and once things are started, I will return speedily to the Retreat. 
Out of charity continue your good prayers for me, and I assure you of my poor prayers. Bless me, and with 
profound reverence I declare myself,
Your Reverence’s unworthy servant in Christ,
Paul of the Cross, Poor Discalced Cleric Regular


