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Thomas Fossi (11)

Presentation

November 22, 1743

J.M.J.

My Beloved Thomas,
I place the charity you continue toward this poor Retreat in the holy Wounds of Jesus, and I pray that Cruci-
fied Love will enrich you with every blessing – also for the marinade delivered to me by the known father.
With regard to what you tell me about   it is not the time to decide anything whatever, nor is there any sign 
that God wishes it for now. Continue according to your status. If God wishes that, there would be extraor-
dinary changes in both of you, and His Divine Majesty would make that understood. For now, go ahead as 
usual.
Do not be at pain because I had no credibility with the ministers, for I not only felt no pain, but I also re-
joiced over that. My conscience does not rebuke me. I gave them no reason for a poor impression of me. It 
could be that God gave them lights to know how evil I am, whence they have reason to employ their charity 
in praying for me.
The abandonment to the Divine Will that you are doing in everything is a good sign and the short way to 
obtain great graces. Continue to humble yourself before God and to exercise the virtues corresponding to 
your state, and have no fears.
At the Retreat we number seventeen, that is, thirteen for choir and four lay brothers. And we are awaiting 
others. God be blessed.
I think you have made provision for the wine of good quality that I ordered to be sent next summer. I am 
waiting to hear the price so I can reimburse you.
If you go to Rome, the Holy Spirit will teach you what you ought to say and do regarding the head of this 
state.
With regard to coming here, on my part I would like that much, but it is not at all convenient because we 
have no room in the House. If His Divine Majesty opens the way when you go to Rome, I would be happy 
to welcome you here on your way. I am writing in haste. Continue your prayer and hold on to interior rec-
ollection. Have no scruples about what you are eating, for your state in life and your business require that 
you keep up your strength.
Jesus enrich you with graces and blessing. Meanwhile, I embrace you in Heart of Jesus and wish you every 
good. I am from the heart,
Your unworthy servant,
Paul of the Cross, Least Discalced Cleric Regular


