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Bishop Count Peter M. Garagni (14)238

Presentation

November 14, 1743

J.M.J.

Very Reverend Bishop,
May the ineffable, infinite, always adorable Goodness of our great God be ever blessed, for he has deigned 
to continue to move your caring heart more and more to spread this least Congregation, which is entirely 
dedicated and consecrated to the Holy Passion of our amiable Redeemer. I would be departing immediately 
at this time, except that the necessary assistance that I must give to the Retreat holds me back. For in ad-
dition to my duty of vesting three clerics, who are now in retreat with much fervor, I expect another three, 
for whose arrival I need to be here in the Retreat, at least for the beginning of things. Nevertheless, I am 
recommending the business strongly to God, and after the Feast of the Presentation things will have been 
all finished in good order, and I will leave and inform you by post.
It is certainly true that two of our most mature religious have asked me to delay until Christmas in order to 
celebrate it here in this Retreat for the consolation of all, and to maintain it, they say, in greater fervor of 
spirit during these holy days. However, they have no need of me, for their fervor and devotion and piety 
rebukes my tepidity as I see them so devoted in their holy exercises, practiced with such promptness, mod-
esty, silence, etc. It is truly a reason to praise God.
Then, if the merciful God opens the way for me a bit, I will try to leave after the Feast of the Presentation. 
Otherwise, you must deign to dispense me and excuse me to the cardinals until after Christmas, and then I 
will have a better chance to visit the place for the contemplated foundation. But, I much desire to take care 
of the foundations of the Retreats at Toscanella and Vetralla before any others for many good and holy ends. 
You will have found that out in my last letter in which I asked you to make a new petition to the Sacred Con-
gregation for a happy outcome; all the more so since in these places things are arranged and well disposed.
I end at your feet and ask your holy prayers and blessing, assuring you that prayers are made continually for 
your preservation and increase in graces and heavenly gifts, and with profound reverence I end as,
Your humble, unworthy, devoted servant in the Lord,
Paul of the Cross, Least Discalced Cleric Regular
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Notice how Paul finds peace of soul by entrusting the establishment of the two proposed Retreats of Vetralla and Toscanella to 
Divine Providence. At the same time he furthers this project by seeking the help of Garagni. He is also looking forward to a 
foundation closer to Rome. Frequently Paul is concerned about the air, no matter where the Retreat might be.


