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Aurelius Fracassini (1)237

Presentation

November 2, 1743

J.M.J.

Dear Sir,
The charity and kindness with which you have always treated me encourages me to come to your feet to beg 
a favor for Virginia Scaccabarozzi Fracassini, your worthy daughter-in-law, who wishes with great anxiety 
to come and be of service to you and all your house as well as to personally bring up the beloved son of 
her womb, in whom she preserves the highest esteem and heartfelt affection toward her deceased husband, 
your beloved son and the kindly father of this child. She expressed this in a letter sent to me some days ago, 
full of such devout, humble and affectionate sentiments toward you and your son, that one could not read 
it without being touched with strong tenderness and compassion toward such a good young woman, who 
desires only to serve you with true humility and reverence as a worthy father and to be close to her son. I am 
not enclosing her letter because it, along with all those in that post, were so water-soaked as to be scarcely 
legible, and so I disposed of it since I had no thought of sending it on.
If I were not so overwhelmed with business, I would come in person to have double the consolation of 
seeing you once more and seeing the desires of this devoted young woman realized. You can see in her a 
genuine, solid piety and detachment from the things of the world, seeing that she wishes to remain in her 
status as a widow. That is something rare in these present calamitous times. Courage then, Aurelius! Now 
is the time to show your charity before God, angels, and men. You have a wonderful opportunity to make 
yourself rich before God, putting in oblivion and burying in the Wounds of Jesus all that the devil may have 
sown to break down true peace in the household, in which the Lord takes such pleasure. Dear Sir, I beg you 
by the Heart of the mercy of God to receive your daughter-in-law into your home. I assure you that you will 
find happiness in this, along with great spiritual and temporal advantages.
I am writing on the Commemoration of the Faithful Departed; therefore, I ask you to imagine that the good 
soul of your dear son is asking this charity as suffrage for his pains, in case he is still suffering in purgato-
ry. The confessor of Sister Colomba, who is a great servant of God, as you know and in the esteem of the 
Holy Father, has written me. I met her when I was extraordinary confessor at that convent. And as she is 
aware that I have served you, she had her confessor write to me since she cannot do that herself. She has 
been sick in bed for thirty years, and she asks me to ask that Signora Virginia be received by your fatherly 
charity. That alone should move you to do this, for this soul is a great friend of God and very enlightened. 
It would be a notable mistake not to take her holy counsel. I know what I am saying, for I know her, and I 
know she does not speak without light from God. So His Divine Majesty is letting you know his Holy Will 
by means of this great servant of his. Accept the directive then and you will thank God that you did so and 
will be happy over it.



WWW.PASSIOCHRISTI.ORG

I am a miserable sinner, as all the world knows. But even from the mouth of poor sinners, God can notify 
us of his Divine Good Pleasure. So prostrate in spirit at your feet, I ask you, supplicate you, and ask you 
again, for love of Jesus Christ, to undertake the charity of receiving your daughter-in-law into you home 
with all cordiality.
But I am going too far in view of the experience I have of your goodness, and I know well that it was not 
necessary to be so strongly persuasive to move your good heart. So I beg your pardon for my boldness, for I 
am sure of obtaining what I ask. I have written you as well as to Signora Virginia and the confessor of Sister 
Colomba, that I have the firmest hope of the happy outcome for the greater glory of God. I will be obliged 
to you until my death in my poor prayers, and I will request those of the servants of God who are here and 
with whom the Retreat is full through the favor of God.
Jesus enrich you with all fullness of grace and blessings. Meanwhile, with a humble reverence, with full 
esteem and respect, and with all my soul I sign myself,
Your humble, unworthy servant
Paul of the Cross, Least Discalced Cleric Regular

__________________________________________________________________
237.
This letter and the one of November 23 concern the widowed daughter-in-law of this gentleman of Monteverano. Paul uses ev-
ery argument available to persuade Aurelius to allow the mother of his deceased son’s child to live once again in his household.


