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Bishop Count Peter M. Garagni (13)

Presentation

October 17, 1743

Very Reverend Bishop,
May the great Father of Mercies be forever praised, for he increases more and more the charity of your 
caring heart for us poor ones as well as great zeal for the greater glory of God! Oh, how good is our God! 
How sweet is his spirit! I do not know what to say; I am always more immersed in the immense sea of the 
divine mercies.
I received your precious letter of September 28, and I am replying promptly to all your concerns. I now see 
in your letter that you had not received my reply. Perhaps it has been delivered by now, as I would like to 
hope. May the God of all be blessed. Amen.
I let you know that the Sacred Congregation of Good Government had written for information to the bishop 
of Viterbo regarding the Retreat at Toscanella. And the zeal of that fervent prelate gave the best possible 
account and sent me a copy. I think that this report may be received by the Sacred Congregation after their 
refusal and, consequently, after the second petition. So I have lively hopes of a favorable outcome, also for 
the Retreat at Vetralla. The governor is much in favor of it, and the people by corporate action have sent a 
strong petition. I can assure you that I am at peace over these happenings and have abandoned the care of 
the affair into the loving hands of our Heavenly Father.
I am submitting another piece of business to your clear vision. Serious thought needs to be given with re-
gard to a contemplated establishment of a Retreat in the vicinity of Nettuno. Since I have passed through 
that shoreline a number of times, I have had opportunity to know about its air. I have said that in that area 
there is no fitting place, for it would be the tomb of the poor workers because of its very bad air. Although 
our Retreats are founded in the salt marshes, it is still necessary that they be established on a height where 
the air is healthy so that the poor workmen can come back when their apostolic labors are over to continue 
their exercises in prayer and fasting. This could not be done if the air is unhealthy because they would be 
continually sick. I have had much experience of this.
Where we are here in the salt marshes and the country, the air is bad enough, beginning from here as far as 
Livorno and further, and from the east as far as Terracina. But the Retreat, where we are, is in very good air. 
A mile below the Retreat it is bad.
So I say that, if I were able to found a Retreat in the dioceses near to Rome, God knows how much my heart 
would rejoice. So, you, whom the Lord uses for his greater glory, should use your charity to find out if there 
are fitting sites, and, if they are in places that could maintain the Retreat in accord with the holy poverty that 
is explained in the Rules, which are well known to you.
If Divine Providence grants the establishment of the two Retreats of Toscanella and Vetralla, I will not fail 
to come to Rome to confer with you as well as about the other Retreats and other affairs of great importance 
for the firmer establishment of the Congregation.
But if the zealous pastors who desire this good for their dioceses have us come to conduct missions in their 
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territory for their people, I will have a chance to visit places more suitable to establish a Retreat. That would 
depend, too, on whether the people would help us out, as happened elsewhere. Jesus, who is the one object 
of our life and work, is disposing things for his greater glory. Meanwhile, while assuring you of our always 
increasing gratitude in our poor prayers, and with full esteem and veneration I declare myself to be now 
and always,
Your Reverence’s humble, unworthy, and devoted servant,
Paul of the Cross, Least Discalced Cleric Regular


