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Thomas Fossi (10)236

Presentation

September 5, 1743

J.M.J.

May the Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ
be always in our hearts.
My Dearest in Jesus Christ,
I do not know how to express how dear your letter was to me. I will rather place the charity you do to me 
by remembering me, your poor, unworthy servant, in the sacred Side of Jesus. Nevertheless, I have never 
doubted that the basis of your spirit, that is, the foundation of your conduct, is in accord with God. However, 
our common enemy has not neglected to get mixed in with his tricks but without any profit to him. And now 
I am sure, more than ever, that our good God has placed you in the number of his dear servants. I have hopes 
of this because he is permitting insults, afflictions, abandonment by creatures, and other storms – these are 
all precious signs. If you will be faithful in persevering in the exercises you have begun in accord with your 
state in life, I have reason to believe that His Divine Majesty will bring you to holy perfection and enrich 
you with the fullness of his graces and blessings.
Courage then, my dear one! Thank the Highest Good that he gives you occasions to serve him with the 
exercise of holy virtues. Try to show yourself pleasant and meek with those who despise you and without 
giving the least sign of displeasure; even show yourself happy to be shunned and abandoned by all. At least 
try to do them good by praying for them.
Above all, master yourself with those in your household, for that is where you will find more danger than 
elsewhere of making some sharp remarks by way of answering back. Believe me for certain that never have 
affairs gone so well as now. “Now you begin to be a disciple of Christ.”
Hold on to your inner solitude by treating one-on-one with the Sovereign Good in your heart. Keep your 
interior quiet, serene, peaceful, and recollected; and drive off any upsets, fears, or scruples as the plague.
I have no worries about your abandoning prayer or frequentation of the sacraments according to your state 
in life, nor that you might not attend to your duties. I know you will accept the burden of being father to 
your family, preserving peace with the one God has given you as a companion, and being careful in bring-
ing up your children in a holy fear of God. I entertain no doubts about this since it is your principal obliga-
tion. But if you wish your prayer to be continuous, remain in the cell of your interior alone with God, and 
you will have a way of burning with divine love even in the midst of your domestic duties, etc.
I thank you in Jesus Christ for the charity of the fish eggs. I add this to the infinite obligations I owe you.
With regard to the holy mission, I admit the truth that I did not find myself at all inspired to come to the 
island. However, if I will be free in springtime, and I doubt that, I will not refuse the task.
With regard to the Retreat, I have put the outcome back in Divine Providence. Now there is question of 
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two Retreats, one in Toscanella, that is, at a shrine in a solitary place, and the other in Vetralla on Mount 
Fogliano. Both were granted to us by the community. We await only the assent of the Sacred Congregation 
of Good Government since the community cannot cede any property without such an assent.
The Retreat is full of fervent servants of the Lord, and they are in competition to see who can do the more. 
“I will sing the mercies of the Lord forever.” Now we are fourteen, and four more are expected. God be 
blessed. And there are more asking to be admitted.
I am making bold to ask you to buy for this Retreat at the next grape harvest a cask of good wine, well ma-
tured. Keep it in your wine cellar, or the cellar of the vendor, so that in the month of July, or the beginning 
of August, of the coming year you can send it to me when there will be other boats to carry wine. We will 
pay the cost.
Please let me know the price of such a cask of wine, and I will quickly reimburse you. I am asking you to 
purchase the wine before the grape harvest since there is better quality then and a better price in keeping 
with the poverty of the Retreat. When there is a large cask that holds fifteen to sixteen measures, I would 
prefer that, for it should last until November. For the present, we are moderately provided for and are only 
a little short, that is, two or three barrels which I bought at Marianesi.
Pardon my boldness. Recommend me to God and stay happy. Meanwhile, I embrace you in the Side of 
Jesus, and from a true heart say that I am,
Your unworthy servant,
Paul of the Cross, Least, Discalced Cleric Regular
You can fulfill my requests at your discretion. Write me when you wish, but secure the letters. When you 
write, tell me how your spiritual life is going.

__________________________________________________________________
236.
This letter gives Paul’s opinion on the call of lay Christians to holiness in the married state. He is anticipating by two and a half 
centuries the teaching of the Second Vatican Council on the apostolate of laity (The Church, Chapter 4, #31; and Apostolate of 
the Laity).


