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Canon Paul Polycarp Cerruti (4)235

Presentation

September 5, 1743

J.M.J.

Very Reverend Canon,
I believe that you will have received my letter through the Genoa post. I sent it to Chiavari by sea because 
the passes were closed here, and we did not have any mail going by ordinary post. Now, thanks to God, the 
passes are open. In that letter I asked you to have the candidates leave in October. Now I reverently repeat 
that. If they wish to come by way of Genoa, they can take a boat from there, for they leave every day and 
sail to Chiavari; the trip takes four hours. In Chiavari they could take advantage of Signore James Mary Fer-
rari, a merchant, and they will be received with charity and sheltered. In Chiavari they should try to reach 
the Church of Our Lady of the Rosary since the boats leave from there. I will say no more, for I hope you 
received my earlier letter in which I explained all that is necessary.
The priest, Father Anthony, my brother, was dismissed from the Congregation for good reasons, although 
everyone thinks it was because of sickness. He is now in Chiavari, where he remained all summer because 
of the air, etc. He has asked very humbly with repeated letters to be readmitted, but he has received repeated 
refusals, not because of grave evils, but his progress was cooling down. Time does not permit me to say 
more. I will only say the process was according to the Rules and Constitutions.
Now, however, after I recommend myself to God, as I have always done, I have thought about asking him to 
come to the Retreat without anyone knowing that I even had agreed to it. Humbly, he asked to be admitted 
and asked if I could not convoke the Chapter and do my part. I hoped that he would be admitted and that 
he would do good. For as I said, he pleaded considerably with me and asked me with much humility and 
repentance to be received. The mercy of God forced me to look at not flesh and blood, but to the salvation 
of souls. I was moved by what Jesus said: “Not seven times, but seventy times seven times.” That made me 
write him a letter affirming his apostolic zeal, which cheered him up a lot.
He allowed himself to be overcome with his melancholic humor, and this chilled his fervor and made him 
claim he was sick, which is the temptation and the word used by the tepid and which could upset the novices 
from the path they had undertaken, as did happen. This was the main point.
If you come on the journey with the new soldiers, prescribe a time of prayer for them, a time for lessons, 
etc., “that they may be the good odor of Christ in every place.” I am writing in haste, for at this mailing the 
passes are open, and I have many important letters to write. I can easily see that my tasks are heavier than 
my natural abilities, and unless God gives me strength, I will last only a short while. This blessed little table 
has done me in. God be blessed.
The arrangements for the new Retreats to be established soon are going well. We need only the consent of 
the Congregation of Good Government. Without that the Commune cannot cede anything.
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But we have no further needs since we already have the faculties. I have time only to ask you for your holy 
prayers and holy blessing. Here, things go from good to better.
Your unworthy servant and son in Christ,
Paul of the Cross, Least Discalced Cleric Regular

__________________________________________________________________
235.
Paul is at the Presentation Retreat and is awaiting several young candidates the canon will be sending from Alessandria. Notice 
how familiar Paul is with the several ways one can journey down to Orbetello. He is aware of the schedule for the boats, bene-
factors who can assist travelers, and the weather conditions in the mountains. He also shares with the canon the difficulties he is 
having with his brother Anthony and his willingness to give him another chance. Anthony did return, was vested on November 
20, 1743, and professed on March 1, 1744


