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Canon Blaise Pieri (5)

June 19, 1743

Most Reverend Canon,
I am sending a second letter. Prostrate at your feet, I lay out the urgent necessity we have for the foundation 
of the Retreat of Saint Michael on Mount Fogliano. You should be the promoter of this for the greater glory 
of God and the spiritual profit of your native place and other places nearby. Dear Canon, now is the time to 
show to God a heart that is loving, strong, and generous in order to overcome all the assaults of the enemy 
armed against this holy work. Oh, if you could only speak out! you will experience the great mercies that 
God will grant here, the great deeds that God wishes done for his greater glory. And what is that lover of 
the cross, Sister Colomba, doing? This is not the time for long sleeps, but to be awake in God’s work. Let 
her write to Rome. They have a Cardinal Protector for Vetralla, whose name I cannot recall, and there are 
others. God uses such means. Spreading devotion to the Holy Cross among the faithful is important to her; 
she will see to it, I do not doubt. We are left without protectors by the loss of those who were taken by death, 
and Cardinal Rezzonico is now bishop of Padua. But God is for us and for all. I am writing in a hurry.
This morning Father Pastorelli was vested with rare devotion because of the fervor of his good heart. He 
cannot wait until the other novices are vested shortly. Recommend him to the prayers of Sister Colomba, 
but let them be from the heart, for God has visited us with a great Providence.
He has retained his baptismal name, as we are accustomed to do, but changed his family name, and is Fa-
ther Mark Aurelius of the Blessed Sacrament. Let them pray much that God will sustain him. His superiors 
wrote that they could not deny him permission and had closely examined his vocation.
I am more needy now and recommend myself much, along with all our poor community. I pay you my 
humble respects, and in the holy Side of Jesus I am with true heart,
Your Reverence’s, humble, obligated servant,
Paul of the Cross, Least Discalced Cleric Regular
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Amedeo assigns this date because Mark Aurelius was vested on June 19, 1743.


