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Bishop Alexander Abbati (8)

Presentation

June 19, 1743

J.M.J.

Your Excellency,
Shortly after my return to this Retreat, I received a request from Sister Gertrude Salandri to come to conduct 
a retreat at the convent of Valentano, as I have done. On my way back I decided to indulge my devotion by 
visiting Our Lady of the Oak. At that time I observed that the place was fit for the foundation of a Retreat. 
And now, since our present Retreat is filled with servants of God, we have the need to establish another 
House. I am being brief not to weary Your Excellency. The authorities of Toscanella have offered to give us 
this place outright with the universal approval of all in Toscanella. We are holding off from taking that step 
because of fear about the air, etc. However, people have shown me that it is a suitable site and that the air is 
healthy. There are rooms at Our Lady of the Oak that would serve for retreats to the clergy and also for the 
laity – to their great spiritual advantage.
So for now, would you recommend the business to God, and, if His Divine Majesty give us light that such a 
Retreat would be for the glory of God, I doubt not for a minute that the matchless zeal of Your Excellency 
would involve himself in the affair, all the more so since it is a question of a work that would be, as God 
wills it, very helpful to your beloved flock. I have also written to Canon Blaise Pieri of Vetralla that he 
would cooperate for the fulfillment of what has already been ceded to us, as you know, at Mount Fogliano. 
In accord with my poor light, I would hope that the Retreat of Saint Michael in Fogliano be established 
before the other one contemplated in Toscanella, for we feel safer about the air in Fogliano.
I will not take a step without the consent of Your Excellency. However, concerning the Retreat at Vetralla, 
that has already, to our edification, been designated as turned over to us.
I hope in the merciful Lord, who strongly and sweetly disposes everything, that there will be an abundant 
rain of graces over all your beloved diocese, and in that way your holy desires will be fulfilled. I pray that 
you continue your prayers and holy sacrifices. At the same time I ask you to forgive my mistakes because I 
am writing with dizziness, caused by the sun on my journey.
I end with my profound reverence and ask your holy pastoral blessing. I kiss the hem of your pastoral robes.
Your Reverence’s humble, unworthy servant in the Lord,
Paul of the Cross, Least Discalced Cleric Regular


