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Bishop Count Peter M. Garagni (11)

Presentation

June 19, 1743

J.M.J.

Reverend Father,
On my return to the Retreat I received with great edification your welcome letter with the printed announce-
ment calling for a meeting of the clergy for mental prayer. I rejoice that the merciful Lord has blessed your 
holy intentions. I and my companions will use all diligence to promote and spread this great good. Expe-
rience has made me personally know how difficult it is to instill among the clergy this holy exercise, so 
necessary for their own perfection and for the profit of their neighbor. Believe me, it took me years before 
I succeeded in persuading the clergy on missions and in retreats to come together once a week. This lasted 
for a short time and then was discontinued. We are in calamitous times and piety is very cold and vice is so 
rampant. If God does not provide a remedy, I do not know what will happen. To me it seems that His Divine 
Majesty intends to undertake a campaign with scourge in hand, and I think I see the coming of that scourge.
Enough! Be sure that we will spare no labor to spread this holy practice, on which depends the reform of the 
poor laity, who, when they see the clergy reforming themselves, will then attend to their own duties – and 
on the contrary  
Our Retreat is almost full, so much so that all our lay brothers are in one room. Only three cells are empty, 
and we are expecting other candidates.
I have good reason to believe that God wishes great things for his greater glory. Oh, if I had the time, or 
better, the chance to speak face-to-face, you would hear of the great mercies that God is granting. We have 
need that His Holiness grant the ordination of our clerics; otherwise, we will not be able to expand this 
holy work. I have no doubt we will be given that grace because our Holy Father has at heart the growth of 
this least Congregation, which is his creation. The Congregation of Christian Doctrine, made up of secular 
priests, has the right to have their clerics ordained under title of the Congregation, and we are Least Clerics 
Regular. I hope we will not be any less favored than they are. At this time I am not asking you to take any 
steps since, first of all, everything needs to be taken into consideration and a formal request submitted.
I have not been bold enough to write Monsignor Millo. If you think it well that I do so, I will gladly do it. 
And I, too, have hopes that he will cooperate in obtaining this grace, and I want to believe that he will en-
gage the Cardinal Camerlengo,221 to whom he should speak about a great soul,222 of whom he has great 
esteem.
Here we are at work on establishing another House since we cannot continue as we are. The city of Tos-
canella is wildly eager to give us a sanctuary in solitude etc., but I have some fears about the air. Now I am 
recommending the affair to God, that he dispose according to his glory. I will give you a report of every-
thing as things go along.
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I think Cardinal Rezzonico will have departed. For that reason and not to be in error, I am not writing to 
Rome since I am not sure if he has left.
I prostrate at you feet, asking for your prayers and holy blessing, and for all the Retreat, and with profound 
reverence and from a true heart reaffirm myself,
Your humble, unworthy servant in the Lord,
Paul of the Cross, Least Discalced Cleric Regular

__________________________________________________________________
221.
This refers to a position, not a person’s name.
222.
Probably referring to the very holy Carmelite nun, Sister Colomba.


