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Canon Blaise Pieri (4)

Presentation

June 12, 1743

J.M.J.

Reverend Father,
Behold poor Paul, after a long silence, come to your feet to tell you of the necessity we have to establish 
another Retreat in the near future since we have room for only three, while we expect five candidates. So 
you can see our need.
So, beloved canon, work for the glory of God so that the difficulties be removed. Speak to Sister Colomba 
so that she may pray for us. You are aware of the secrecy with which this matter must be treated in order to 
block the path of the devil, etc.
The prayers and lights of souls very united with God have prompted me to go to Toscanella to visit the 
Sanctuary of Our Lady of the Oak,219 where there is a site in good air to found a Retreat. And although 
I went about this business with great secrecy, news spread quickly through the city about my reason for 
coming to the sanctuary. I believe the whole city is wild with a desire to see the foundation made quickly. 
This simply amazes me.
A Retreat there would not prevent the establishment of the one of Saint Michael since Toscanella is in 
another diocese. We have the right in our Rules to establish one Retreat in a diocese, especially in the salt 
marshes, etc.
I strongly recommend Sister Colomba and beg her to continue her devout prayers for poor me and all the 
Retreat so that His Divine Majesty will bring to perfection the work begun.
Here, we have Father Pastorelli, a great servant of God, who is quite happy and with great ease is following 
our penitential life, which, as you know, is quite discreet. Oh, the great Providence of God! Believe me, if 
His Divine Majesty keeps this man for us, it will be a great mercy for us and neighbor. He needs only the 
permission of his superiors and then he will be vested, etc. If they raise any obstacles, and I do not expect 
that, there are other convenient ways which would obviate all difficulties, as I hope. If God sends us two 
more candidates, as I expect, it will be a great provision for the Retreat we are planning to establish since, 
in addition to preaching, in which the one is well placed, the other is a professor in philosophy and theolo-
gy, which will be beneficial to our young men and be a great source of piety for them. Enough! Let us pray 
and leave the accomplishment to God. Have the goodness to communicate all this to Sister Colomba, a true 
servant of the Most High, so that she can take it up with God and tell me her opinion. I ask you to continue 
your holy prayers and holy sacrifices for us, and with full esteem and reverence from a true heart I reaffirm 
myself,
Your unworthy servant,
Paul of the Cross, Least Discalced Cleric Regular

__________________________________________________________________
219.
Our Lady of the Oak, often referred to as “The Oak.”


