
WWW.PASSIOCHRISTI.ORG

352

Canon Paul Polycarp Cerruti (2)

Presentation

June 12, 1743

J. C. P.

Reverend Canon,
I am responding in haste to your welcome letter that I received this evening, and I find in it the good dispo-
sitions of the devout clerics and the priest Calpiani. These are dear to me. As soon as I got to the Retreat, 
I wrote to you, and although I believe you will have received it, I will repeat what I said there. In case the 
letter has gone astray, I reverently tell you that I gave instructions that they send these novices soon. Since 
I have not had further word regarding Father Calpiani, I was doubtful about his coming, but now I am hap-
py about his firmness in coming. I would, however, hope that they shall have left and will not prolong the 
delay. In any case, they are asked to arrive at least by the first of July.
The Retreat is almost full of servants of God who have come a short time back, and we have one great pros-
pect of perfection, known by me previously. Oh, see how God acts and the jokes he plays on us poor ones! 
On returning from the convent I told you about, I passed by Toscanella, where I had a mission this spring, 
to look for a good site to build a Retreat. There is a devout sanctuary located in fine solitude. The whole 
city enthusiastically desires to see this done quickly and entirely from the charity of that town. They are 
only waiting for my consent to give it to us. On that journey I was also encouraged by the lights of a great 
servant of God, foundress of that convent, whom I have known for many years.
I am writing in great haste and have no time to say more because the community is waiting for me. I will 
not fail to pray and have prayers offered for the youngster whom you called to my attention. But my prayers 
can do more evil than good.
I ask for your blessing and prayers, and end.
Your unworthy servant and son in Christ,
Paul of the Cross, Least Discalced Cleric Regular
In the Retreat we are twelve and there are only four open cells, possibly only two. Another building is called 
for. I rejoice much over the coming of our good Lombards.


