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Maria De Angelis217

Presentation

March 28, 1743

J.M.J.

Very Reverend Mother in Christ,
I am happy that Your Reverence is once more serene. I would not want you to be upset by these temptations 
because temptations against which we fight purify the soul like gold in a furnace.
I will not fail to recommend Sister Gianotti to God, and woe to her soul if she does not correspond to the 
loving delicacies that God is giving her.
Tell Sister Colomba Gertrude that her letters have been given prompt replies, except for one in which she 
spoke to me about keeping her fast until the evening on the day of Holy Communion. I replied to that one 
in the last post. I sent the letter to Orbetello by boat when I had a mission for the shepherds and country 
people, etc. The letter was addressed to Your Reverence.
I am unhappy that she has not received it, and I will not write further, for I do not wish my letters to be 
criticized by the curious and the things of God to be held in derision.
Also tell her to let the confessor and Canon Rosati know they should not come to make a retreat at our 
Retreat since there will be no one there to give the retreat, for at Easter time we will leave for the diocese 
of Genoa, where we will be until the middle of June.218 Ask Sister Colomba Gertrude and Sister Angela to 
support me with their prayers, Communions and other exercises of piety in the great labors I will have in 
this large population. I take delight in God over the virtues they will exercise. But, seeing that my letters 
can be lost, I do not intend to write further. Although my letters can be read in public, it is not fitting that 
the things of God should be exposed to the curious. God bless you, and let them pray for me and not write 
further, for I am leaving at Easter. In haste I am,
Your unworthy servant,
Paul of the Cross, Least Discalced Cleric Regular
The confessor and Canon Rosati can delay their coming to the Retreat for the spiritual exercises until the 
House is finished since we are building for that purpose now, and at this time we do not have a decent place 
for the retreatants. Let them know all this.
__________________________________________________________________
217.
Maria De Angelis is the abbess of the Poor Clares in Toscanella.
218.
Paul had given a retreat to the Poor Clares at Toscanella in January. He writes now that he will be away after Easter until June, 
giving a mission at Chiavari in the diocese of Genoa, where Paul had friends and supporters. Paul and his brother John Baptist 
did go there and began the mission. The cardinal archbishop of Genoa gave the necessary faculties but evidently failed to request 
the approval of the Senate of the Republic of Genoa. Complaints were made by some missionaries that “foreigners” were com-
ing into their area! The Senate ordered them to leave at once. Perhaps this was the reason that he did not exercise his role as a 
missionary preacher throughout all of Italy.


