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Bishop Count Peter M. Garagni (10)

Presentation

December 10, 1742

Reverend Father,
While we always, and at all times, remember Your Reverence in our poor prayers and sacrifices in order 
to partially fulfill, to the extent we can, the great obligation we have toward such a great benefactor, who 
worked so hard for the glory of God and the establishment of our vocation, but with the coming of the great 
feast of reconciliation, of peace, and of self-effacement of the Word Incarnate it seems right to me, and my 
absolute duty, to express once more with this respectful acknowledgment our humble respects to Your Rev-
erence, with the desire that the Sovereign Good grant you the fullness of graces and heavenly consolations 
that the Divine Infant gives to his more faithful and loving servants during these holy days. And from the 
sacred altar we will redouble our united prayers, especially on that blessed night, praying the Sovereign 
Goodness to bring to fruition your holy desires.
Last Saturday at evening we returned to this Retreat from the holy missions given in Civitavecchia and in 
the city of Sutri, where we also conducted retreats for the clergy and the nuns. Great, very great, were the 
mercies granted by the merciful God to souls during the missions. I personally know that the most effica-
cious means to convert even the most obstinate souls is the Holy Sufferings of Jesus Christ, preached ac-
cording to the method that the Ineffable, Uncreated, Divine Mercy has had approved by his Vicar on earth, 
for whom all people should be praying with the greatest fervor to the Sovereign Good.
We are being summoned by many who are offering us foundations for Retreats without any seeking on our 
part. But now we cannot accept because we lack members. When I see the people so devoted to this least 
Institute, it seems there is no place for doubt that His Divine Majesty wishes to be glorified in it. Right now 
we are in the midst of stormy waves, troubled, but full of lively hope that the Supreme Pilot, who guides 
this little bark, will bring it safely to port when it shall please him.
Our poor Lombardy, so badly beaten down, ought to be giving us good candidates. I have not received them 
because they dare not come because of the tumult at present. This spring, I believe, I shall go to conduct 
missions in Genoa since I have been asked to do that by a large community that has petitioned the archbish-
op and received his permission. As a consequence of this, it seems most probable that I will bring back to 
the Retreat a good number of soldiers of Jesus Christ. In good time I will give you a complete report.
I am not requesting any further faculties. For the present, I am well supplied. I am waiting for the time when 
we establish, God willing, another Retreat because I hope our Holy Father will grant ample privileges for 
the whole Congregation, so we can give greater spiritual help to souls.
In this post I am writing to Cardinals Corradini and Rezzonico, and I am giving them brief accounts, but not 
of the mission I mentioned. I will do that before I leave.
I end at the feet of Your Reverence and recommend myself to your holy prayers and offer you my profound 
reverence. After Epiphany we will continue our missions in the diocese of Viterbo. There are still places to 
be covered in the salt marshes.
Your humble, unworthy, devoted servant,
Paul of the Cross, Least Discalced Cleric Regular


