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Agnes Grazi (125)

Presentation

December 8, 1742

J.M.J.

My Daughter in Christ,
The highest perfection consists in being perfectly united to the Holy Will of God. And the one who is the 
more united and transformed into the Divine Good Pleasure, the one who is most humble and poorest in 
spirit, is the most perfect, the holiest. This is the noble and perfect science of the saints that the poor priest 
Paul has always preached to Agnes, and I wish she had already learned it, but I do not know.
God’s Will of Good Pleasure, according to the Holy Fathers, is known by the way things turn out; therefore, 
the loving soul is quiet in all that happens except for sin, taking everything as the Will of God. Consequent-
ly it is pleased that in everything the Divine Good Pleasure is fulfilled and feeds itself in this way on the 
Divine Will, as Jesus said that his food was to do the Will of the Father, not merely in things that satisfied, 
but much more in suffering.
All that happens is for the best except sin, whence the loving soul is pleased with everything that comes 
from the Divine Will because that Will can will only what is best.
If you had any degree whatever of perfection, you would not have erupted in that outburst. But since you 
are a puny baby in virtue, I decided to give you this catechism on the doctrine of faith so you would for 
once settle down because up until now I have not succeeded in making you quiet in the area of direction so 
that you accept it when God gives it without seeking anything more. If you do not act in this way, you will 
never arrive at perfection, and God will deprive you of your graces.
Remember, I am writing to you on the Feast of the Immaculate Conception, and I am telling you what I have 
always told you. The poor who are humble accept alms, when and in whatever manner they are offered, 
in silence and without becoming querulous. Understand me well! And do what I say, for that is the Will of 
God. Otherwise, I say it again: God will deprive you of your graces. God leads souls the way he wishes; he 
is the Sovereign Ruler. At times we seem to understand that God wills something, but he does not will as we 
think. When what we think does not come to pass, this is not because the light we received was deceitful; 
the graces of God have deep significations.
I cannot come down there until the last day of the Octave of Christmas, for I am ill, and God knows my 
condition. You should stop your complaining, for neither God nor angels nor human beings command what 
is harmful.
Oh! if you were only the kind of stuff I desire, I would not be speaking in this way. I would like to say 
frankly that I am deliberately not coming in order to mortify you, but it is right for me to bow my head and 
accommodate myself to babies. The truth is that, if I were well, I would come; but I am very sick with pain 
since I have taken the baths, and at times had bad spells, and even worse off in spirit.
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Observe with humility of heart and a true childlike spirit the holy rules which God has given you through 
the mouth of this pestilential creature, and be certain that you will arrive at holy perfection and union with 
God. Keep silence within and without, night and day. Be recollected at home, in church, in your room, at 
table, and everywhere. Do not bother about the foolish preparations they are making there. My exhortations 
have not been profitable; but you give them good example by spurning worldly vanity.
Oh, you ought not approve the vanity of your family! Stay withdrawn and quiet, and do not embarrass 
yourself. Pray to God for them since I see they have done, and are doing, too much. I am well informed. 
God give them the grace not to crash to the earth, as has happened in other cases of stronger families. Do 
not communicate any of what I have written, but pray for them for there is other remedy about which I have 
spoken often. Listen well, my daughter in Jesus Christ. Keep guard over your heart so that no poison comes 
in, and prepare a flowered crib for your dear Jesus in your heart, and pray for me for I am in no small need. 
If I am living, I will come on the last day; do not expect any sooner. I will write you as to what church I will 
be able to come to. Jesus bless you. Amen. Tell Magdalene not to come up here, for it is not the right time.
Your useless servant,
Paul of the †


