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Bishop Alexander Abbati (7)

Presentation

December 4, 1742

J.M.J.

Your Excellency,
I did not wish to bother you with my letters, giving you information of the mission in Civitavecchia, not 
merely because this is not proper for me, but much more so because I could not doubt that you would have 
been informed by the vicar forane. I can, however, inform you that His Divine Majesty blessed that mis-
sion with a large hand; we could not have desired more. We left very edified by the good people. I did not 
undertake the missions at Toscanella and other places since, once I ended the mission at Sutri, we were too 
close to Advent. As soon as the Solemnity of the Epiphany is over, we will begin in the order and with the 
faculties that I have from you. All that remains is for your zeal to send your pastoral letter to that city so that 
they are ready to receive such an inestimable treasure, as in Montalto, etc.
I, myself, either a bit before or after Christmas, will give notice to the archpriest or the vicar general, as suits 
you best. Your venerated commands will be my rule of operation. I would like to do something at Civitella, 
but I am afraid it will be difficult, the more so because Civitavecchia has made a weighty request, even in 
writing, at the time of our departure, in which they ask that I conduct a public retreat in order to solidify 
them in their resolutions and to have a Holy Carnival so that they do not ruin their spiritual edifice that was 
raised with such fervor at the time of the mission.
We have not given them any assurance, but we have hopes that it will be possible to serve them. In case 
we are free from the work of the missions, with your permission we would go and separate the men and 
women in two different churches, and one of us would conduct the retreat for the men and at the same time 
the other one for the women. If the Merciful Lord disposes to allow this to happen, believe me, Your Excel-
lency, Civitavecchia would remain in an excellent state for a long time since it is very fervent and disposed 
to compunction from the mission. “May that which is good in the eyes of the Lord always be done.” I await 
your commands and, even more, your holy pastoral blessing and the assistance of your holy prayers and 
holy sacrifices. Meantime, with profound reverence I affirm that I am constantly and always will be,
Your Excellency’s humble, unworthy, devoted servant,
Paul of the Cross, Least Discalced Cleric Regular


