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Thomas Fossi (9)

Presentation

December 3, 1742

J.M.J.

Dear Thomas,
The day before yesterday, I arrived at the Retreat on returning from the holy mission and found your es-
teemed letter here. I rejoice to read in it that your heart is firm in its resolution to serve the Highest Good. 
Take care to lay a deep foundation of humility with perfect self-knowledge and abandonment to the divine 
dispositions. Be careful of the obligations of your state in life, including good control of your household 
and fidelity to your spiritual exercises on a level befitting your state in life, without worrying about the fu-
ture. Step by step follow the Will of God, submitting yourself constantly to his adorable dispositions. Never 
abandon prayer and the frequentation of the sacraments, and keep your heart recollected in God, without 
showing any strangeness in your exterior, holding your treasure secret.
You tell me that you sent seventeen coins to this Retreat, but we have no knowledge of this, not even a shad-
ow. Try to find out what happened and examine to whom they were given, etc., and who was responsible. I 
rejoice much at your charity, but I ask you not to do that, so as to avoid whispering in your household and 
raising trouble.
It is true that we are poor and have in hand the building of a novitiate, but God will provide. If you did not 
have so many losses, your support would be very welcome. But you need to think first of your household. 
I ask you then to take trouble to find out about the seventeen coins, and, I repeat, we have no knowledge 
whatever.
The storms roused against this tiny boat are great and fearful, but the Divine Pilot is steering, so there will 
be no shipwreck. And while my sins may be great, nevertheless, the mercy of God is not wanting to me.
Dear Thomas, recommend me to God and work at doing good and do not embroil yourself with devout 
women, whether they be relatives or others. Follow my example, preach by good example, and live a de-
vout life as a good husband. Trust in God, who will bring to perfection the good begun. Let’s leave direction 
to holy priests, and, believe me, it is a work so exalted and difficult that, if I could, I would withdraw from 
it because I am not up to such a ministry. I end, embracing you in Jesus Christ, and from the heart reconfirm 
myself in haste. Jesus bless you. Amen.
Your true, useless servant,
Paul of the Cross, Least Discalced Cleric Regular


