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Bishop Alexander Abbati (6)

Orbetello

October 4, 1742

Here on the service of God.

J.M.J.

Your Excellency,
I have placed in the Side of Jesus the consolation that my poor spirit felt when I heard that the pastoral zeal 
of Your Excellency had chosen another worthy missionary for the holy mission at Viterbo. I am hoping in 
the Merciful Lord that the fruits will be eight or even a hundred times more copious than they would have 
been from the useless labors of this ignorant sinner.
I do not want to fail to let you know that I may not have explained myself properly in my first letter. Our 
holy Rules do not prohibit us to go to cities but only state in a chapter, which I desire to explain to you, that 
we should go more willingly to work in places having greater needs than the large cities in which workers 
are not wanting. Furthermore, I can inform you that I have an apostolic indult, granting me the permission 
from Pope Clement XII before the approval of the Rule, to give missions throughout Italy with the consent 
of the Ordinary. This indult is perpetual and not determined by any particular locality, but for all of Italy, as 
I said. I have thought it my precise duty to inform you quite clearly so that you may take advantage of us 
unworthy servants whenever you deign to command us.
The mission in Civitavecchia will necessarily begin on October 22 so that the clergy will be free to attend 
the holy synod. Believe me, Your Excellency, in this way, with the favor of God, all will go well, for the 
people at that time will not be otherwise employed. I will inform the vicar forane so that he may advertise 
the mission and prepare everything necessary for the sacred ceremonies. After Civitavecchia I think we will 
go to Sutri in order not to be in the diocese at the time of the synod. On returning from Sutri we will stay a 
week in Civitella because the populace, and even more Prince Rospigliosi, much desire a mission and had 
me write to the pastor, in which I included the prince’s letter. Toscanella, and the other places which remain, 
will be taken care of after Christmas, so as not to be out during the time of Advent. In that way all will have 
been taken care of by planting time.
With regard to the faculties, I believe it is necessary to repeat the detailing of them since in your last letter 
you reserved cases to the missionaries. The faculties you granted at the beginning of the missions for the 
diocese and received by us were the following: that all approved confessors, even from outside the diocese, 
as long as they are known to have faculties, can absolve during the mission from reserved cases. Only the 
missionaries could commute simple vows and dispense from the impediment of “seeking the conjugal debt 
because of incest with relatives.” But to me only, all the faculties that you may grant according to the direc-
tives of the Council of Trent, and only very rarely is there occasion to use such faculties.
I am writing this for greater safety and to help poor souls. For the rest, you already know which missionaries 
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have these faculties.
Would you confirm these faculties for all the missions, so there will not be need to burden you with repeated 
letters. With regard to Vetralla, at this time I cannot travel there, for it is far off the road. I would hope, when 
returning to the Retreat, I will have time to go that way.
If the mercy of God allows me to pass close to Viterbo, I would like a short meeting with you. I would hope 
that would be profitable for all the diocese because of your pastoral zeal. “May what is good in the eyes of 
the Lord always be done.”
I beg Your Excellency to pardon me if I have been too wordy, but where there is question of faculties, I wish 
to proceed with all possible caution and security. I ask your holy blessing and your holy prayer, and with 
profound reverence I declare myself,
Your Excellency’s humble, unworthy servant in the Lord,
Paul of the Cross, Least Discalced Cleric Regular


