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Bishop Alexander Abbati (5)

Presentation

September 27, 1742

J.M.J.

Your Excellency,
While I prepared this week to leave for Capranica and Sutri in order to be ready at the end of October to 
continue the work in your diocese, I received a letter from the bishop of Sutri, in which he tells me it would 
be better to delay the missions until the end of October because the people are busy with the grape harvest.
I am replying to the bishop that at the end of October I ought to be in your diocese, as I am currently obliged, 
and that I had taken this way because in the places situated in this diocese the air is not good.
Accordingly, I am sending Your Excellency this information and asking you to let me know where I should 
go to begin the missions. There is a general desire for the mission in Civitavecchia, and they have already 
offered me a house in which to reside. If it pleases you, I could begin there in the middle of October be-
cause, I think, the grape harvest would be over since there are few vineyards in the area; in that case I would 
be able to leave quickly for other places.
Regarding the mission in Viterbo, I believe you have received my letter two deliveries ago. In that letter I 
said that I am open to the Divine Will and indifferent about coming as promptly and willingly to Viterbo or 
any other locations, “and, if God gives a blessing, our land will yield its fruit.”
Therefore, I am awaiting your venerated commands to guide my work, and, if you order me to go to Civi-
tavecchia in the middle of October, I respectfully request the usual faculties and a pastoral letter be issued 
to that town so that your beloved sheep will receive with more devotion the inestimable treasure of the 
mission. And now, with profound reverence I kiss the hem of your pastoral vestment and ask for your holy 
blessing and the continued assistance of your prayers and holy sacrifices, and with profound respect I sign 
myself,
Your Excellency’s humble, unworthy servant in the Lord,
Paul of the Cross, Least Discalced Cleric Regular


