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Agnes Grazi (124)

Presentation

September 20, 1742

J.M.J.

My Daughter in Jesus Christ,
I received your letter from Father Fulgentius, and I thank the mercy of God for the favors he continues for 
your soul. I will not be able to come until after the Feast of Saint Michael because I wish to make the no-
vena. It will be a charity if you would also make it for me since I am always in greater need. I understand 
what you are telling me about getting along with others, etc. Do as you are doing, for it is going well and 
is pleasing to God, that is, stay recollected in God, but with a peaceful and natural countenance and with 
strong detachment from creatures, losing yourself and entering much into God. A sign of that is that you 
do not enter into their conversations: to see as not seeing, to hear as not hearing, etc. Then excuse yourself 
after taking a bit of food, leaving simply and naturally in order to be more hidden from their eyes and to 
keep your secret so that thieves do not rob you.
When I come, you will give me an oral account of what is happening, and I will act in accord with the Will 
of God. I would be pleased if you were able to succeed in eating alone, especially when the bride will be 
there. Enough! God will give us light, and I will negotiate with all the prudence I can with Signora Johanna 
and Signore Fabio in order to make them satisfied, and I will ask it as a favor from Signora Maria Johanna. 
Meanwhile, let us recommend the business to God so we may better know what is his pleasure. So pray to 
God that he give you light to know if it would please him to have you eat by yourself, and pray with humil-
ity and indifference, simply laying the business out.
Continue with your present conduct in this way. Trust in God and let your soul make its flights as His Divine 
Majesty wills, both at Communion and everywhere, and take no account of the temptations and distractions, 
nor of other flies, but stay entirely absorbed in God and drink much of that wine which the Sovereign Good 
affords you, and never cease to drink; beg for it as a poor, needy little one. Beg that he allow you to drink 
deeply, that he grant this as an alms. To give poor thirsty ones to drink is a work of mercy; so say to the 
Lord that since he is pleased that we perform this work of mercy, how much more willingly will he, who is 
an abyss of love and mercy, do so? Remain at his feet like a poor woman and ask to drink much, and allow 
the wine to overflow. If you become inebriated, that is not important, for this holy inebriation makes one 
wise, humble, and entirely of God. You can ask for this even at Communion and in that divine wine cellar 
of his most holy Heart, where one drinks the sweetest wine, the strongest, which inebriates so thoroughly 
that the one who drinks sleeps with love. But when the wine brings on sleep, one must not awaken without 
permission of the Spouse. Let us remain in our nothingness in a great hatred of self, hidden to the world, 
cast into nothing, and so fashion wings of fire to fly back to the nest, whence one came, that is, in God, and 
so the soul sees herself always poorer and more needy in its horrible nothingness. I remain in great misery 
and great need. Jesus bless you.
Your useless servant,
Paul of the †


