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Bishop Alexander Abbati (4)

Presentation

September 13, 1742

J.M.J.

Your Excellency,
The reluctance I have manifested regarding coming to Viterbo to conduct a mission proceeds from the 
reverence I have for the zealous workers in that city. Since among the ministers of the sanctuary I am the 
poorest and least, I would never have the boldness to show myself willing to work in the presence of such 
great servants of the All-Highest, whom I regard as my fathers, my masters, and my mentors. But since I 
am informed of the holy and adorable Will of the Sovereign Good through the order of Your Excellency, I 
have neither repugnance nor difficulty in coming to conduct the holy mission at the call of Your Excellency.
I am awaiting that sign so that I may fulfill it with greater reverence and submission of my poor spirit, aban-
doning myself totally to the sweet and prudent determination of Your Excellency with the lively hope that 
the great Father of Lights, who inspired you to have me work in the territory of your diocese, will impart 
his merciful blessings to this pious city in which – when His Divine Majesty arranges that I come, as I am 
most indifferent – I hope with the grace of God to work with the same liberty of spirit as in other places, and 
to look upon the souls of the citizens of Viterbo with the same eye which the merciful Lord has given me 
to see wherever I have been, that is, in the sacred Wounds of our amiable Redeemer, pierced open more by 
his infinite love than by hard nails in order that we may drink in joy the saving waters of grace from these 
fountains of eternal life.
The gratitude which is so much according to the Heart of God obliges me to attribute to the piety of Your 
Excellency my most affectionate and devout thanks for the charity you continue to show me, and for the fer-
vent zeal with which you desire to work for the erection of the Retreat of San Angelo, which I have totally 
abandoned, as with all my undertakings, into the loving arms of the Infinite, Uncreated Love. When I meet 
Cardinal Rezzonico, I will not fail to bring Your Excellency into the conversation and see to it, if the way is 
open, to give you an occasion of greater merit, also on the part of the superiors in Rome.
I am delaying my departure for Capranica and Sutri for a few more days since I have not received in the 
ordinary post any information from the bishop. With regard to my passing through different places where 
I have conducted missions, I am asking Your Excellency for faculties because I have been asked by some 
eager souls in Vetralla to try to restore peace to those who were universally set at peace during the mission, 
but then disturbed by that blessed collection basket. For the rest then, we are not accustomed to come by 
there on set purpose.
I pray more and more that Your Excellency assist me with your holy prayers and holy sacrifices. Mean-
while, prostrate at your feet, I implore your holy pastoral blessing. With profound reverence I affirm myself,
Your Excellency’s humble, unworthy servant in the Lord,
Paul of the Cross, Least Discalced Cleric Regular


