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Cardinal Dominic Rivera211

Presentation

September 6, 1742

J.C.P.

Your Eminence,
The God, who as Sovereign Provider for his creatures wills to choose whomsoever he pleases, has decided 
in his Divine Providence to make use of miserable me to cooperate in the erection of the newly born Con-
gregation of the Least Discalced Clerics Regular, under the invocation of the Holy Cross and Passion of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, very recently approved by His Holiness, now happily reigning. So with great submission 
and reverence to the dignity of Your Eminence, I come in virtue of my office to inform you that I am as-
signed, although I am the least among the workers in the vineyard of the Lord, and called upon by the bish-
op of Viterbo to work in his diocese by conducting missions. From April of the present year, I was occupied 
principally with a mission in Vetralla, an area belonging to that diocese. That mission was blessed by God 
with abundant graces. One sign is that the populace, moved by their fervor, offered our poor Congregation 
the small monastery, or hermitage, of San Angelo, situated on Mount Fogliano, so that our religious who 
would live there would attend to the exercises proper to our Institute in order to preserve and increase the 
fruit of the mission not only in this area, but also in the whole diocese.
Even though I had seen the emotion and unanimous desire on the part of the clergy and laity, I kept myself 
indifferent and did not wish to accept their offer. But this did not quiet the desire of these fervent people for 
the banquet of the divine word; but when the General Council of the place met, by a unanimous vote, no one 
opposing, it was resolved with due approval to turn over to us the hermitage. The bishop gave not merely 
his assent, but gave expression to special pleasure as he signified to me in his letter.
When the Council action was taken, and I had no previous knowledge of this, the Commune sent me a letter 
at Bieda, where I was conducting a mission. I am enclosing that letter so that Your Eminence may know that 
I did not seek the transfer of that hermitage nor have I accepted it even after all this was done. Then, when 
I had returned to this Retreat, after repeated representations from zealous persons from that Commune, I 
gave consent that the acts of the Council be forwarded for approval, as has been done.
But since the decision has been rejected by Your Eminence and your committee, according to what has 
been communicated to me, and because of the representations of the Capuchin Fathers and others, I have 
considered it to be my duty to lay out before you this explanation.
Furthermore, I can assure you that, if this hermitage were established as a Retreat of our Congregation, 
there could not result any damage to the Capuchin Fathers nor to any other religious in the area. Our Con-
stitutions not only prohibit possession of anything private or in common, but also do not even allow us to 
go on quest, even for food, as the Mendicant orders are accustomed to do. We ask the Ordinary of the dio-
cese where a Retreat is established to appoint in each place a benefactor who at the time of harvest should 
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receive whatever the benefactors wish to give out of spontaneous charity and turn it over to the syndic212 

of the area where the Retreat is situated. The manager, likewise, receives the alms from Masses, and, if at 
the end of the year there is a surplus that is not necessary for the community or for the sacristy or for the 
clothing of the religious, it is to be given to the poor.
Your Eminence should ask whether it is really possible that the Retreats of this poor Congregation could be 
a threat to other religious monasteries, when the single and principal end of our Congregation, after one’s 
perfection, is to be zealous in procuring the salvation of souls with holy missions, instructions, catechisms, 
and spiritual exercises for laity, clerics, and nuns, and principally to promote among the faithful the devo-
tion to the Holy Passion of Jesus, our true Good. We take a fourth vow to that purpose. We also have the 
specific obligation to provide all these services in the most needful places where the climate is less healthy. 
Certainly, the areas of Viterbo, situated in the salt marshes, are such, and you find few evangelical workers 
there.
If Your Eminence would like clear and precise information, he could consult the Eminent Cardinals Corra-
dini and Rezzonico as well as Count Garagni, who were delegated by the pope to examine and approve our 
Constitutions. I adore the divine decisions and submit all to God, whose creature I am. What I efficaciously 
desire is the salvation of this poor soul of mine and to do penance for my grave faults. To this end I ask Your 
Eminence to help me with your prayers and holy sacrifices. Meanwhile, on my knees I ask your blessing, 
and with great reverence I kiss the hem of your sacred purple and profess myself without fail,
Your Eminence’s humble, devoted, unworthy servant,
Paul of the Cross, Least Discalced Cleric Regular

__________________________________________________________________
211.
This letter was sent to Rome and shows how Paul writes to an “unfriendly” cardinal who was the Prefect of the Congregation of 
Good Government. At first Cardinal Rivera did not approve the Vetralla Retreat, but later granted approval in December 1743. 
A year later Bishop Abbati favorably presented Paul’s case to the pope. On Friday, March 6, 1744, Paul took possession of the 
new Retreat in Vetralla.
212.
A syndic was a lay person, known as a friend of the community, and was chosen to represent the Congregation to the authorities 
and especially to administer the little money that may have been available. For several reasons, this institution was eliminated 
several years later (Giorgini, History, pp. 351-352).


