
WWW.PASSIOCHRISTI.ORG

328

Bishop Alexander Abbati (3)

Presentation

September 6, 1742

J.M.J.

Your Excellency,
Whereas it has not been possible to conduct the mission in Toscanella and other places located in your 
diocese because of the condition of the air, seeing they are located in the salt marshes, I have thought of 
going for a few days to Capranica and other places where the air is good.210 When the season turns cooler, 
please God, we will end with the favor of God in your diocese. People who know have assured me that since 
there has been no rain for seven months in the salt marshes, the air will be foul until well into November. 
That leads me to believe they would receive the mission with greater fruit after Christmas rather than in 
November. I submit to your prudent judgment. I recall that Father Leonard was in Toscanella when I was 
in Montalto and that was the month of February. Between January and February we have enough time to 
satisfy everyone. If the air were healthy, I would certainly not go to other places without finishing the work 
in your diocese, but it is necessary to adore the designs of Divine Providence that disposes things so.
I have been informed that the Congregation of Good Government has rejected the request of the Public 
Council of Vetralla concerning the erection of the Retreat in the hermitage of San Angelo. It has been said 
to me that the devil has been at work to block this great good under the pretext that it endangers the alms 
for the Capuchins, etc. With much peace my poor heart adores the divine dispositions. I have written about 
this to Cardinal Riviera, the Prefect, and testified that I did not ask for this hermitage, but the fervor of the 
people offered it to us for their spiritual good. I set out for them reasons so that they could personally know 
that alms would not be wanting to the monasteries, etc., and additional information would enable them to 
see the great good that would come, but with great indifference, etc.
I gave this information to Cardinal Rezzonico and to another person with total indifference, for I want to 
leave everything to the care of God, to whom souls belong. If God wills to open the way, “I do not refuse 
the labor.” There is pressure on me to save this poor soul of mine and do penance for my grave faults. The 
world is cold and buried with evil, and it is a tearful thing to see so few placing themselves on the side 
of God “as a wall for the House of Israel.” Whatever Divine Providence disposes – whether we go to San 
Angelo or we do not go – when I journey to Vetralla, I would like, if it suits Your Excellency, to preach to 
the people and to see whether, with the favor of God, they could establish peace with those who are in strife 
over the uproar that followed the collection basket, as was written me by zealous persons who asked me to 
put souls at peace. So if Your Excellency will grant me permission, I will see to doing that. I would also ask 
the permission, as also for my companion, that when we are passing through some location where we have 
given a mission, and someone wishes to go to confession, we are able to hear them with the usual faculties 
and to rouse them to repentance with a discourse in church, etc.
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I place everything under obedience to Your Excellency, and I ask you to excuse any mistakes since I am 
writing in great haste with a lot to write, as I mentioned above. If I am not too bold, I would ask Your Ex-
cellency to favor me with your venerated commands by next Wednesday’s post; otherwise, there will not 
be time to receive them. Meanwhile, on my knees I beg your blessing and holy prayers, and with profound 
reverence sign myself,
Your Excellency’s humble, unworthy servant in the Lord,
Paul of the Cross, Least Discalced Cleric Regular

__________________________________________________________________
210.
Paul is preparing for a very busy season of missions. He must consider several factors in deciding what is the best time for a 
particular town or parish. He conducted two large missions in the fall of 1742, one at Civitavecchia (October 22 to November 1) 
and the other at Sutri, where he also gave retreats to the nuns (November 3 to early December). The other letters written this fall 
are concerned mainly with the missions and the Vetralla foundation.


