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Bishop Alexander Abbati (2)

Presentation

July 11, 1742

J.M.J.

Your Excellency,
Prostrate at the feet of Your Excellency, I thank you much in Jesus Christ for the charity you deign to con-
tinue to show me in giving me occasion to cooperate with the pastoral zeal, which your fatherly heart holds 
for the benefit of your beloved sheep, by organizing holy missions in your diocese. I will begin these, God 
willing, as soon as the air cools down. I hope in the divine mercy to be in Toscanella in the coming month 
of October and will continue, step by step, according to the arrangements you will send me. It remains for 
the divine goodness to bless the work. “If the Lord will give his blessing, the earth will give its fruit.” For 
that reason, I am asking from the kindness of Your Excellency your efficacious and devout prayers and holy 
sacrifices.
I do not know how to express the gratitude that my poor heart holds for the kindness of Your Excellency in 
the way you have given your consent and faculty for the erection of a new Retreat of San Angelo on Mount 
Fogliano in Vetralla. I assure Your Excellency that as I expect the Most High will be greatly glorified in this 
undertaking for the great spiritual advantage to our neighbors, so it behooves me to supplicate the Ineffable, 
Uncreated Kindliness to grant you an eternal reward and to complete your holy desires in time and in eter-
nity. If the merciful Lord opens the way a bit for us, as I hope, we are thinking of taking possession of this 
Retreat at the first break in the weather, but we will not move a foot without the permission and blessing of 
Your Excellency.
Meanwhile, with profound reverence I constantly affirm myself,
Your Excellency’s humble, unworthy servant in the Lord,
Paul of the Cross, Least Discalced Cleric Regular


