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Agnes Grazi (121)199

Presentation

June 21, 1742

J.M.J.

My Daughter in Christ,
Last evening I received your letter, in which I can find no reason for you to complain about me. I no longer 
know how to behave myself in this miserable world. If I told you I was looking for a place to stay, it seems 
to me I did nothing wrong because in your home there is no longer room, and I do not wish to believe that 
justice demands that poor religious go vagabonding here and there. If there were a separate apartment in 
your home, you would be right. But since there is not, and all the more so because of the coming wedding, 
where was there a place to stay? Perhaps with the men and women; and who could justify such an impro-
priety?
I did you no wrong at all in renting two rooms to live in when by accident I found myself down there, and 
when there was no benefactor who would provide that for us. It is not our practice to go to private homes, 
but to rent a place to stay. You had already asked me not to rent until the weather cools; see I obeyed you. I 
had to find a place in order not to find myself in the way so that when this lady from Viterbo came there, it 
was no longer right to stay there as at first, but simply to visit their husbands for a short time out of propriety 
and gratitude. Regarding the donkeys, it was Father Fulgentius who told me they were needed to carry the 
lime, and I asked for them. But when Father John Baptist went to the hole, he saw that was not necessary; 
therefore, I no longer sent the servant. As a matter of fact, I think that they have stopped bringing the lime 
today.
So why are they complaining about me? Is there displeasure that I have acted so openly? It seems to me that 
to treat with seculars in this way is to lose one�s liberty and become a slave. But I will take it in good part 
and attribute it to their charity.^
With regard to my coming down to hear you, I would do that willingly if I had my former strength. But my 
two deadly sicknesses prevent me doing so, as they left me with so much weakness, pain, and feebleness 
that they impede my coming. Know that only with difficulty am I able to stand for office in choir, and often 
I am forced to be seated, which is something I never did. It is a heavy fatigue to climb the stairs and how, 
during these excessively hot days, am I to come down the mountain and climb back by evening, losing the 
night without any rest during the day? That is one way to see me dead very soon. I know you wish me well 
and not harm; therefore, I will know the Will of God if he wills to give me strength and health to come there 
to serve you. That is something I would do willingly for the love of God, if I were not as I am. In addition 
to my horrible miseries of soul and the terrible scourges with which God chastises me more and more, God 
knows in what abandonment and desolation I find myself. How then can you want this poor, unhappy priest 
to give help to his neighbors when he lacks the strength to do so?
Besides, you explain yourself so well in writing, and you understand so well, that, as long as you go on 
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writing me of your needs, I will willingly, as before, give you holy direction, and you will walk well. If we 
did not have this great heat, and, if it was up to me, I would come. But I do not have the strength or heart 
to try it.
If God wishes, I will gladly do it. I have wanted to come before now, but I am overburdened to the limit. So 
accept my good will and continue ahead with your exercises as before. I do ask you not to be so quick to 
give credence to the visions you mention in your last letter, but examine well the effects as usual. It is best 
to cut short such visions, for then you walk more securely and please God.
Humility and self-contempt! Make these deceits vanish. Holiness consists in being totally united to the Will 
of God. If God should wish that I come there soon, as you think, he would give me the strength and health of 
body and vigor of mind. If you comprehended well this secret Providence, you would tremble with joy that 
God wishes you dead to everything and deprived of all consolation in treating so often with me in the affairs 
of your soul. You can supply for conferences by writing and, believe me, if you are quiet, tranquil, resigned, 
and detached in this, you will take a great flight to holy perfection, and God will grant you great graces.
Believe me and do not trust so much in your impressions. Receive them as they come to you, but with great 
attention against being deceived from the effects they produce.
I have always said you are not deceived, and I say it again. Live in God, abandon yourself to God, and be 
happy in him alone. Continue your withdrawal, Communions, practices of virtue. Write me when you have 
need, for when God gives me strength, I will come. If after the Feast of Saint John I am a bit better, I will 
force myself to come to you one of these days, etc.
I ask you to read this letter to Don Athanasius, from the first page to the cross, so he may see how I have 
acted. I have said something to him, but read it all up to the ^.
In my last letter I sent you some good advice for prayer, etc. Use it as God leads you. Last Friday I offered 
Mass, thinking it would be the last time. I believe this will prove to be true, but I may also celebrate tomor-
row. I tell you to read the first page of the letter to him as far as the ^, but do not give the letter to anyone.
My affairs go from bad to worse. God be blessed.
P. of the †
 

__________________________________________________________________
199.
Notice how Paul seeks privacy when he must stay overnight in Orbetello. He realizes how weak he is, for he cannot climb the 
mountain as earlier. At the same time he assures Agnes of his commitment to her direction. In his letter to Agnes at the end of the 
1742 section, there is similar reference to the Grazi home being overcrowded.


