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Bishop Count Peter M. Garagni (9)198

Presentation

June 20, 1742

J.M.J.

Reverend Father,
From Barbarano and another place where I was on mission, but I do not remember, I wrote Your Reverence 
and did not send you the rescript, which was sent to me by Father Fulgentius. Because I did not have the 
Rules and Constitutions with me, I could not send with the rescript a copy of the chapter which treats of 
the foundation of Retreats, as I am doing now. I am including the rescript with this letter. I have been at 
the Retreat for some days since I was not able to go on to Sutri, where the mission was already announced, 
because my strength gave out. A bit of fever came over my companion the very day of the blessing in Bieda. 
From there it was necessary to return to the Retreat after seventy days of hard work. I was not sorry about 
that. The heat was extreme, and without a miracle I could not have ended that mission, for there was so 
much to be done and the air was bad. There was very likely danger of loss of life since we found ourselves 
very badly run down because of the hard work we had done.
Oh, if the fruit of these missions would only last. Blessed people! In all truth they came out totally purified, 
at peace, and without scandals. But, the deplorable shame is that in a few places there are so few who make 
themselves as a wall for the House of Israel. Ah, sad world! in what evils you stand! How many sins flood 
over you! Faith is tepid; piety is chilled almost to the ground.
I am including with the rescript a copy of the chapter where Your Reverence will see one Retreat may be 
established in each diocese. In regard to that, consider that in the diocese of Frascati, where the Trinitarians 
were staying, it would be an excellent idea to keep the way open in order to move there when it will please 
God. Meanwhile, it could be guarded by some hermit. I would like to believe that is already the case, since 
it is not good for such a holy place to be abandoned. I am hoping our Lord Jesus Christ and his Holy Mother 
will be greatly served and praised there.
The people of Vetralla have asked me to bring this about, and they have ceded through their council without 
our asking. O great God! O great God! “How incomprehensible are your judgments, unsearchable your 
ways.” But the truth of the matter is that things have always gone this way, that is, by very secret and hidden 
ways which were never thought of. And just when we thought everything was on the ground, His Divine 
Majesty has brought it about that everything is seen. So it is now. It seems there are not enough workers to 
give a hand to this great work of God. Besides, what the devil is doing with great rage, people with good 
will persecute it. God knows how things are for Paul, but God maintains his confidence that he should see to 
completion what His Majesty deigned to start, and I am not alone in this trust. I find comfort in the fact that 
God keeps me in a great internal detachment that has me desiring only the fulfillment of the Divine Good 
Pleasure. So my heart is at peace.
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I ask from your great piety to enter negotiations with Cardinal Corradini, to whom I wrote in the last post 
and gave him an account of the missions, as was my duty. But, I did not go into anything else in order not to 
tire him out. On the other hand, I did say I would have sent the copy of the rescript by the next post to you 
in hopes that the cardinal would be slow to make provision for that holy place until Divine Providence sees 
to give us members, etc., as I firmly hope. He who has begun this work will complete it.
I end, prostrate at your feet, begging for your holy prayers and blessings, and with profound reverence sign 
myself,
Your Reverence’s humble, unworthy servant in the Lord,
Paul of the Cross, Least Discalced Cleric Regular

__________________________________________________________________
198.
Paul has returned to the Presentation “after seventy days of hard work.” He is now sending the papal rescript, together with the 
Rules, which Garagni wanted to study (see letter of May 17, 1742).


