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Agnes Grazi (119)196

Bieda

May 26, 1742

My Daughter in Jesus Christ,
The other day I received your letter in Barbarano, in which I see that you want to know if I received the let-
ter sent to Mount Rosi. I tell you that I received it; none of the letters or notes sent me were lost. I rejoice to 
read of the battles you are having with the infernal enemies, and I experience the graces that God is giving 
you. I have all the more reason to rejoice, for I see that the Sovereign Good is disposing your soul in this 
way for a more intimate union with His Divine Majesty. You already know what the Holy Spirit says to us 
through the mouth of Saint James, that is, to rejoice when we are tempted in various ways. For these are 
so many spiritual riches that the soul acquires when, with aid of divine grace, it fights faithfully, riches we 
do not have the mind to conceive nor tongue to express. When you find yourself in such battles, and to arm 
yourself the more with courage in God, prepare yourself for battle with the armor of God. There is no way 
more efficacious than to annihilate yourself and reduce yourself to nothing before God, firmly believing that 
you are not able to come out victorious if God does not fight for you. So you must cast your nothingness 
into the true All that is God and with high trust fight as a valiant warrior, knowing most certainly that you 
will come out victorious.
Oh! if you only knew what God intends to draw out from these combats! Oh, how much you would delight 
in joy! Enough now! Above all, I pray you not to get scrupulous, for I, although at a distance, know that, 
thanks to God, you have not lost anything, but have gained much. Now tell me for charity’s sake, is it not 
true that the great God of Majesty has placed you in an unconquerable fortress, the gentle Heart of Jesus? 
Do not leave there, and have no doubt that Jesus fights in you and for you. Believe me, these combats make 
me ever surer that the plan is God’s, and it is his care to make you perfect. Be faithful in the practices you 
have embraced and never omit Holy Communion. Stay in your solitude, despoiled of all created things, 
loving your own disgrace and not having the compassion of any creatures, with a holy hatred of yourself, 
dead to everything. Let the poor moth spiral with great freedom around that Light Divine, even allow it to 
immerse itself in that abyss of Light, a fire of Love, and be reduced to ashes. Then desire with an ardent 
desire that these few ashes, which is your very nothingness, be lost by the loving breath of the Holy Spirit 
in the immense sea of the most holy Life, Passion, and Death of our Jesus.
All this is to be done with a single glance in pure faith and takes place in the Heart of Jesus. For when you 
are united to that most holy Humanity of Jesus Christ, True God, your soul can only lose itself in the infinite 
ocean of the Divinity.
I know well that this is a high science, but I also know that God teaches it to one who remains in his nothing. 
If God does not teach this to us, we cannot master it. I repeat what I have said so often: allow yourself to be 
guided by God, and give your soul freedom to run after the sweet odor of that divine balsam that inebriates 
the heart. Let all your endeavor be the knowledge of your nothing and of the true All that is God. All your 
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task is to be faithful in virtue, in remaining secret and hidden, always even tempered, without lamenting 
either with God or with humankind, and to remain content to be despised, silent as a lamb when they clip its 
wool, always gentle, always meek, always with the same face, always secret. Accept the divine impressions 
at whatever place or time God grants them to you.
I have extended myself a bit, for the other night I began my mission here in Bieda and have not as yet begun 
to hear confessions. I end here on June 3, then go to Sutri, and will remain there until June 17. Then we will 
leave for now. I am still doubtful whether I will be able to go to Sutri, for I lack strength to go to any more 
places. I am staying home then, for I cannot go further here. Pray for me. I have written in the most recent 
post to Signore Athanasius and to you with an inclusion for Father Fulgentius. You can tell him that I will 
write him from Sutri. Jesus bless you. Amen
Your unworthy servant,
Paul of the †

__________________________________________________________________
196.
Now on another mission at Bieda (today named Blera), Paul takes time to write a beautiful letter to Agnes. It is a profound treat-
ment of the hidden ways God deals with his beloved ones. This is not something Paul simply read about in a spiritual book, but 
rather something which he was experiencing in a special way this year! It is amazing that even when on missions he could keep 
in contact with others, whether for business or spiritual direction.


