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Bishop Count Peter M. Garagni (8)

Barbarano195

May 17, 1742

J.M.J.

Reverend Father,
Blessed be God. The day before yesterday, to my great edification, I received your esteemed letter just as I 
finished the introductory sermon for the mission in Barbarano. I see in your letter that your heart is always 
more afire with holy zeal to promote the greater glory of God.
At this moment I cannot send the rescript that Your Reverence mentioned to me, for I do not have it with 
me. It is at the Retreat; whence your request was forwarded to me since from Easter Tuesday I have been 
continually on this mission, blessed by God with a generous hand.
When I shall have returned to the Retreat, and that will not be before June 20, I will send it to you promptly. 
I can well assure you that since the Rules have been approved as they stand, signed on every page by Mon-
signor Millo, and at the end a rescript of approval of His Holiness and another of his Eminence the Cardinal 
and by you – all chosen by His Holiness for that purpose – and seeing that in one of the first chapters there 
is the right to found one Retreat in any diocese, there is no need of an approval to do that, as you will see 
when I have the chance to bring the copy of the rescript and the chapter for you to read.
But my sins are a barrier, keeping candidates from joining. Notwithstanding, there are many who are moti-
vated but not decided. I, however, bow my head to the designs of this sweet Will that can will only what is 
best. Souls very united to God give me courage, and God is communicating lights on this, especially to that 
great soul Sister Colomba, with whom I have spoken in conferences several times on the occasion when 
I conducted a retreat at that venerable convent after finishing the mission at Vetralla. She has been sick in 
bed for twenty-seven years. She had me in her room for reconciliation and other holy conferences. She has 
given me heart and has no doubts that God intends to favor this holy work.
In Vetralla much fruit was gathered from the numbers of people who attended the mission with great fervor. 
They showed us a Retreat on Mount Fogliano; the people wish to build at their expense since the communi-
ty is very rich. The bishop, without any move on my part, has given me complete rights, as the vicar general 
writes me. And news of this spread all over. But, I have not accepted, although I said that, if God sends us 
men, it will be accepted.
So you can see how things are going. All are moving to offer us Retreats, yet workers are not to be seen. I do 
not understand this secret; all the more because my heart feels more and more detached from these things. 
So I pray you to keep the way open for this Retreat, and, if the merciful God will provide for us, I will 
put my hand to the work. I continue to pray for you and have others pray for you and our other illustrious 
Cardinal Protectors, principally at the General Communion when our people are more united to God. The 
Lord knows how much I have prayers offered for our Holy Father and Supreme Pontiff, especially in the 
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present dangers. Ah! the world stands in extreme need! I do not have time to say more. I simply ask you to 
pardon my mistakes, for I am writing in haste amid many occupations. I end by asking your prayers and 
holy blessing, and pay you a profound reverence.
Your humble, unworthy servant in the Lord,
Paul of the Cross, Least Discalced Cleric Regular

__________________________________________________________________
195.
Paul has been giving missions at Viterbo, Vetralla, Oriolo, and now at Barbarano, and will not be back until June 30. The people 
of Vetralla want to offer him a Retreat nearby on Mount Fogliano, but Paul needs vocations.


