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Agnes Grazi (117)

Oriolo

April 23, 1742

While giving a mission.

J.M.J.

May the love that burns in the sweet Heart of Jesus set our hearts on fire. Amen. Do not be surprised that I 
have not replied before now to your letters because I am in the midst of so many occupations that I have not 
been able to write even to the Retreat. Now I tell you that I thank the mercy of God for the favors he con-
tinues for your soul, especially the lights he gives you to detect the tricks of the devil. Take account of this 
because it is a very great grace, and humble yourself always more before God so that he may continue in 
this way. I have high expectation, Agnes, that God will complete the work begun. Allow the poor butterfly 
to be all aflame and reduced to ashes in that loving light of the sweetest furnace of the loving heart of Jesus. 
And once reduced to ashes, let this bit of ashes of our nothingness plunge itself and be lost and consume 
itself, I will say even that, in that infinite abyss of the goodness of our God and, there, melting away in love, 
make a continual feast with love songs in a holy delight, with sleeps of love in a holy silence, all absorbed in 
that immense sea of love. In that sea swim right to the bottom and find there another sea of the pains of Jesus 
and the sorrows of Mary Most Holy. This sea flows from that immense sea that is God’s Love. Oh, what a 
great thing this always is! I do not have the time to say more. In due time we will have our holy conference.
I am passably well. I take care of myself, I believe, a bit too much. The mission at Vetralla was so fruitful 
that there was nothing more to be desired, whether for the clergy or the lay folk. Continue to pray as usual, 
and pray that God sends us workers.
We have been asked to go to other places. I think I will go to Sutri, but I am not certain just now.
Remain as hidden as you can, but when God draws your soul, let it fly where God wills with a modest ease. 
Remember the instructions given you and be very faithful. Jesus inflame you completely with holy love and 
bless you. Pray much for me, for I am as always and fear the judgments of God. I end in a hurry.
I will add that I often place Agnes in the Heart of Jesus, and I have the determination to help her to love God 
with holy direction. I do not forget that. Thanks be to God.
Your unworthy servant in Christ,
Paul of the Cross, Least Discalced Cleric Regular


