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Bishop Count Peter M. Garagni (7)

Presentation

March 21, 1742

On the point of leaving for missions.

J.M.J.

Very Reverend Bishop,
Prostrate at the feet of Your Reverence and with sentiments of devout gratitude, I can only desire for your 
pious heart in the holy days the most penetrating and delicate feelings of that infinite love, which for our 
salvation plunges the Son of God in the sea of bitterest pains, so that swimming with holy contemplation 
in this great sea of love, you will be ever more enriched with these high treasures that a loving soul is ac-
customed to gather from this richest mine of all virtues and every good so that Your Reverence, entirely 
transformed through love into Jesus Christ, will rejoice in the fullness of the ineffable sweetness of his 
glorious resurrection.
Whereas I know that your devout spirit, regarding all earthly satisfaction as nauseous, aspires only to be 
a true imitator of Jesus Christ and truly devoted to his most sacred Passion, and whereas I know this well 
and can experience it, seeing Your Reverence with so much zeal and without sparing yourself any fatigue 
or obstacle, procured the establishment of this Congregation, entirely dedicated to spread devotion to the 
Passion of our Savior, so in these days prayers will be multiplied even more by all of us brothers so that His 
Divine Majesty will complete to overflowing his holy desire. I assure Your Reverence I will have the people 
at the holy mission that I will open after the Second Sunday of Easter in the diocese of Viterbo pray for you. 
Viterbo contains part of these salt marshes. I was asked to give this mission by the bishop of Viterbo. When 
this mission is over in the salt marshes of this jurisdiction, I will not be able to proceed to further missions 
in Tuscany due to the present reports.193
When I returned home some days back, I was in conference with a priest, a servant of God, who encour-
aged me in the work begun. But I was so assaulted by men and demons, especially at the time of my mortal 
sickness since – from certain information acquired after I became completely well – the devil made use of 
a certain person who with false zeal spread weeds among these poor lambs who have come together. If it 
were not for a great mercy of God, all would have been cooled in fervor and would have abandoned even 
their vocation. Oh, great God! how am I to show myself grateful for such an exalted and superior charity?
The servant of the Most High told me that four miles from Marino there is a beautiful, solitary mountain, 
where there is a monastery which housed the Trinitarians. It is now nine month since they left and I do not 
know why. He urged me to obtain that place for our Congregation, adding it would fit well with us since the 
Roman marshes are nearby and other dioceses. And since that Retreat would be under the jurisdiction of 
Cardinal Corradini, I am begging him in a letter, with the same message to Cardinal Rezzonico, to ask His 
Eminence to hold off giving it over to anyone since I have good reasons to believe that in the near future 
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we could take it over with the increase of members. In such a case they would help these poor in the salt 
marshes and the Roman countryside.
Besides, notwithstanding all the diligence of Prince Sangro, so far the royal assent for the Retreat on the 
island of Elba has not been obtained. However, there have been very favorable dealings with this court, but 
we are in the midst of too many rumors of war, etc.
For the love of Jesus Christ, pardon my outpouring of words and the enthusiasm that drives me, but if God 
inspires you to take part with the cardinal for the contemplated Retreat, you would be doing me a great 
favor. In order to obey Cardinal Corradini, who has deigned to write me, I am asking you to wait until Car-
dinal Rezzonico has made the first approach in case it is necessary to have recourse to Rezzonico, in order 
not to increase Corradini’s aggravation due to his weakened condition. When the one cardinal has explained 
the need to the other cardinal, then there may be an opportunity for you.
If Your Reverence wishes to do me the charity of letting me know your wishes, I would ask you to write 
me in Vetralla, that is, Viterbo for Vetralla, where I will be staying until April 15, and then I go elsewhere. I 
am engaged by that great servant of God, Sister Colomba, sick in bed for twenty-four years, who, illumined 
by the Highest, has managed to have me directed to go to her without my having sought it in any way. She 
is well known to His Holiness, who has conferred many favors on her, principally to have Mass celebrated 
many times in her room. Oh, what great courage this great soul gives poor Paul! Oh, what great faith she 
has in the spread of this holy work! I am only a coward with little faith, and in the presence of storms I lose 
heart too easily. Enough! I am hoping to have the chance to speak when I serve that venerable convent with 
a retreat. God be blessed. Amen.
I recommend myself with all my spirit to your holy prayers, and with profound reverence I confirm myself 
as,
Your Reverence’s humble, obligated, unworthy servant,
Paul of the Cross, Least Discalced Cleric Regular

__________________________________________________________________
193.
Paul is referring to the war.


