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Sister Maria Cherubina Bresciani (25)

Presentation

February 19, 1742

J.M.J.

My Daughter in Jesus Crucified,
May Jesus Christ our Life be always the light, the guide, the comfort of our hearts. Amen.
I received your letter sometime back, when I was ill. Now I have a second. In reply I say you are not to have 
any scruples with regard to what you said to your confessor because you told him the truth that you have the 
necessary permission for your penances. If you are passably well, you may continue to wear the hair shirt 
as you formerly did, wearing it with obedience. With regard to the little chain that Sister Hipolita gave you, 
go slowly since wearing that hair-shirt skin is very painful and, it seems to me, that is enough, the more so 
because you have poor health. Follow your usual pattern as to disciplines. When you have certain indis-
positions, let it go completely. In short, conduct yourself with prudence and discretion in order to endure.
Be very prudent in dealing with your confessor. If God lets you know he is a man of deep prayer and united 
with God, in such a case confer with him regarding your soul. But if God desires that, he will give strong 
and sweet inclinations, and with sweet attraction draw you to holy conferences. If you do not feel this, 
continue your prayer as usual, and, if he asks anything of you, reply with prudence and be brief. Accuse 
yourself of your defects and then when you received absolution or his blessing, leave without further words. 
Be hidden toward all and open with God alone. Pay attention to the holy virtues, etc. I have nothing further 
to say since you did not speak to me about your interior life of prayer or temptations.
Pray for that person you mentioned to me as well as for his nephew, but do not embroil yourself with any-
one. Remain as withdrawn as you can. Pray God to set them on the right path, etc. You should be hidden 
in the holy Side of Jesus and allow your soul to lose itself entirely in the immense sea of love. Let yourself 
be in a holy silence of love or in holy amazement at the Infinite Good, falling more and more in love with 
him, always carrying on your heart the sweet corsage of the bitter pains of Jesus so that you are penetrated 
through and through by them. Glory only in the Cross of Jesus Christ, and with the exercise of heroic virtues 
be his true imitator.
Regarding that nun whom you mentioned to me and who wants to repeat her confession, etc., I am not re-
plying to that since she will have been well instructed by her confessor. Do not forget to pray for me because 
I am in extreme need of prayers. Thank the Most High for deigning to spare my life so that I may do pen-
ance for my sins. I can tell you that I was on the brink of death; so much so that in Orbetello the news spread 
that I was dead. In fact, I experienced a bit of the horrors of that fearful passage in which one experiences 
in a minute what is not known at other times. Let us live with all the perfection we can and make sure we 
do not experience the torment of death, as it is written: “The torment of death does not touch them.” Rather, 
let us aspire with great peace in the holy Side of Jesus. Live happy in God. Shun, like the devil, melancholy, 
fear, fright, etc. Be humbly annihilated before God so that His Divine Majesty will draw you totally into 
himself with the attraction of holy love.
Your true servant in Christ,
Paul of the Cross, Least Discalced Cleric Regular
My family name is no longer “Danei,” as you wrote, but “of the Cross.” I have not sent the box because I 
did have the opportunity. I will take care of it, etc.


