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Bishop Alexander Abbati (1)

Presentation

February 7, 1742

Your Excellency,
Prostrate at the feet of Your Excellency, I am seeking from your apostolic zeal the aid of your devout thanks-
giving to the Most High for the mercies granted this miserable sinner in giving me a time for repentance 
and freeing me from the death that was close upon me in the serious sickness I suffered, including a relapse 
after I recovered by God’s grace from the first attack. Now I am in better health than before, and for some 
days I am back to the common life. I have always had the desire to serve Your Excellency with a mission 
for your beloved people in Vetralla before my sickness intervened. Now, according to the information from 
Father Blaise Pieri, ordinary confessor to the venerated convent, you ardently desire to have this mission. 
And since I now have no obligation elsewhere, in order to humbly and reverently fulfill the promise made 
to Your Excellency, I could conduct the mission after the Second Sunday of Easter.192 That seems to be the 
thought of Father Blaise.
Therefore, I am asking your great charity to supply the necessary faculties, as amply as possible, for the 
greater good of souls, especially the faculty for reserved cases during the time of the mission, for both the 
missionaries as well as for other approved confessors, even from outside the dioceses, as long as they are 
known and approved. I would also ask that you grant to me and my companion all that you can in accord 
with dispositions of the Council of Trent.
I would also ask the concern of Your Excellency to have notice sent to me of the other places to which I 
should go when the mission in Vetralla is over since, if I am not to continue there, I would plan to end my 
spring campaign elsewhere. I will await with devout eagerness your venerated commands, along with the 
faculties referred to above, and your holy pastoral blessing. Meanwhile, I end with a profound reverence 
and kiss the hem of your sacred pastoral vestments and sign myself
Your humble, unworthy servant in the Lord,
Paul of the Cross, Least Discalced Cleric Regular, Missionary

__________________________________________________________________
192.
Second Sunday of Easter was Domenica in Albis, or White Sunday. This was the last day the catechumens wore the white robes 
of baptism.


