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Live Jesus and his Holy Cross.
My Daughter in Jesus Crucified,
Your letter was given me by Father Fulgentius, and I can perceive more and more the refined and noble 
work that the Sovereign Good is working in the soul of Agnes, whom I desire to receive the divine urgings 
with great thanks and despoilment and highest annihilation, so as to be more and more in love with that 
Infinite Beauty and Goodness, who is pleased to enrich with his highest treasures the most miserable, pesti-
lential, and weakest among his creatures, who is the one to whom I am writing, and who has been entrusted 
to the weakest, most imperfect, blind, and ignorant among all men by that Sovereign Architect, in order to 
cooperate in the raising of a magnificent structure, in which he wishes to take his delights. For that Architect 
is accustomed to make use of the most miserable creatures on earth so that all may know that the work in 
the conduct of souls, an exalted work, is entirely his.
Courage! That great vessel of election, the great Doctor of the Gentiles and Preacher of the Truth for all the 
world, the feast of whose admirable conversion we celebrate today and of whose name I bear unworthily, 
gloried only in the Cross of our Savior and carried the Name of Jesus to the nations. Paul was completely in 
love with Christ Jesus and exclaimed with a fiery tongue: “May God will that I glory in no other thing than 
in the Cross of my Lord Jesus Christ.” Then he said that he carried in his body the marks of Jesus Christ. I 
am preaching this lesson this morning to my daughter, whom the Lord has consigned to me, that she is not 
to glory in anything, but to remain crucified and to bear the wounds of Jesus in her body through the various 
pains His Divine Majesty permits that she have. You must remain on the cross with a high repose and joy of 
spirit, and that is done with a total abstinence from external comfort from creatures, continuing the practice 
of the virtues already emphasized, that is, with internal and external solitude, which brings on greater rec-
ollection, whence is born humility, silence, patience, charity, etc. Be among the living as one dead.
That little corner is a devout room, and, if you feel the sweet presence of the sacramental Jesus there, as you 
told me when I heard your confession when you were sick in bed, take account of that. Humble yourself be-
fore him, embrace him frequently, accept him in spirit but in pure faith, and offer him to the Divine Father. 
Throw yourself into that flame that burns in his most holy Heart and allow yourself to be reduced to ashes. 
Then allow the loving breath of the Holy Spirit to strew this nothing of your ashes into the Infinite All of 
the Divinity. Oh! God will teach you this high science; I do not know how to teach it. But make yourself 
always smaller and simpler in your nothingness.
In this way no creature will be able to keep you from your loving embraces of your beloved sacramental 
Good. I desire that you be more and more hungry for, in love with, languishing, and melting away in love 
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for this Infinite Love, who is a fire of love.
And now I can say that I remain always more in a stormy sea. Enough! I can say no more. I fear the justice 
of God. Continue to cry out for poor me and for the needs of this holy work so that God will provide his true 
servants. But they cannot come from the Thebaid or from Egypt, as you are praying, for they are no longer 
in these deserts. That golden age has passed. Pray God to send them because he knows where they are, and 
he does not lack ways. Offer the Immaculate Victim and believe that God will hear us.
Father Charles makes me fear more; there is need to ask the grace through Holy Mary and Saint Ann that 
he not lose his treasure.
I will not be able to come there until the end of February since I see that I am again in danger. Yesterday, I 
thought the fever was coming back. Besides, I must not displease those in the Retreat, all of whom want to 
be able to see me. When I come, God willing, I will come alone.
I no longer know what to do. I see myself in a very tearful state, more than you could possibly imagine. I 
fear and say no more.
Jesus bless you and transform you entirely in his Holy Love.
Your unworthy servant in Christ,
Paul of the Cross, Least Discalced Cleric Regular

__________________________________________________________________
191.
Paul shares with Agnes his reflections on the Apostle Paul’s love for Christ Crucified on the Feast of Saint Paul’s Conversion. He 
explains “the fire of divine love,” which he wants Agnes to experience in her prayer.


