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Father Anthony Pius Eleuteri

[1741 or later]

Most Reverend Father and Patron,
On my return from the holy mission Saturday night, we found James, a good young man, in Orbetello. He 
came to the Retreat as my companion. I assure you that we are very happy with him and hope he will make 
great progress in virtue. He is prompt to rise at night and at all the exercises of the Congregation. He is 
experiencing some pain in his leg, where he had trouble, but it will go away. He is now on his knees more 
than he is used to or was accustomed to, so I have told him to stand or be seated until he becomes inured to 
the exercises among us. He is at peace and happy to find himself away from the noise of the world, where 
one breathes an air poisoned with so many evils pouring in from all sides.
After a trial of two weeks, or a little more, he will be vested, and I trust in the Merciful Lord that he will 
give him the strength to persevere. Believe me, he has high regard and love for your person. Right now I 
have no further news for you. The young man is very grateful for your helping him to leave the world and 
recommends himself much to your prayers – much more so does the poor one who is writing because he 
is so much more needy. He asks me to have you greet his confessor in the Lord and recommends himself 
much to his sacrifices as well as to Signore Duca.
After Christmas I will take up missions once more. I ask for your generosity not to deprive me of the help of 
your holy sacrifices and prayers. I ask the same of Signora Celia, your worthy sister. I end with my devout 
reverence, and in the holy Side of Jesus declare myself with a sincere heart,
Your humble, unworthy servant,
Paul of the Cross, Least Discalced Cleric Regular


