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Agnes Grazi (115)

Porto San Stefano

October 13, 1741

J.M.J.

My Daughter in Jesus Crucified,
I am about to leave for Piombino. Because I did not have time to tell you some necessary things, I am writ-
ing this note to tell you that when you hold the crucifix in hand, remain there with your holy affections and 
kisses of devotion. As soon as you have completed your devotions, you are to abandon yourself in the im-
mense sea of divine love, entering by the door of the pure Heart of Jesus in pure faith without images. Lock 
yourself in that great Holy of Holies and lose yourself there entirely in that bottomless sea of the infinite 
love of God, rising to the contemplation of the infinite grandeur, beauty, riches of the Highest Good, taking 
your complacency in him, melting in that great flame like a grain of wax, placing yourself on that aromatic 
bouquet of the pains of Jesus and, there, all aflame, be reduced to ashes as a victim in holocaust. All this 
should be done in pure faith in that great Heart and all lost in the Infinite Divinity.
And who will set fire to the bouquet of aromatics? Do you know who? It will be that flame of love which 
makes the Heart of Jesus suffer so much. Learn this lesson in the school of true annihilation, and you will 
have learned great things. If the devil makes an uproar with temptations or imaginations, as you tell me, 
make nothing out of it, as though it were a fly above. Break away immediately when in kissing the crucifix 
it seems to you that it is flesh; break off and continue in faith because the devil may be playing a nasty trick 
to ensnare you.
In addition, I tell you to continue your prayer for me and my companions from the Retreat and for the con-
version of souls. Walk in pure faith, breaking away from imaginative and certain material things, as I said 
above, for in that way you will escape all snares.
My daughter in Jesus Christ, do not lose sight of your nothingness. Allow yourself to be despised, laughed 
at; let them say what they will, and, if they correct you for anything, do not justify yourself; but, be silent, 
quiet, dead, blind, deaf, mute, etc. Jesus bless you. Amen.
Read a little of the canzonetta, etc., for you will always learn, and the other notes.
Your unworthy servant,
Paul of the Cross


