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The Bishop of Sovana

Viterbo for Orbetello

September 15, 1741

Illustrious Sir,
His Excellency, the Prince of Sangro, Captain General of the Royal Garrisons of Tuscany, has requested 
me to conduct holy missions for all the soldiers of these garrisons. Next Wednesday, September 20, I have 
the first one here in Orbetello and, when that mission is completed, would like to go and open the mission 
at Portercole and then at Piombino. Therefore, by mandate of the prince, I am coming to the feet of Your 
Excellency, requesting that you grant all the faculties necessary for me and my companions. I also request 
Your Excellency to grant faculties for reserved sins to all the confessors during the mission and to grant me 
the right to use confessors approved by their Ordinaries, even though they be from outside your diocese.
I also ask Your Excellency to grant the faculty to commute and dispense vows, to dispense the impediment 
of seeking the conjugal debt between married persons who are related closely by blood,185 as well as any 
further faculties you have power to grant according to the disposition of the Council of Trent, since this is 
what is customary for Ordinaries to grant to missionaries, as Your Excellency has instructed me.
I ask the piety of Your Excellency to give me an answer, as soon as possible, to my request for my instruc-
tion because I have the burden of getting to the garrisons quickly and need to get to the diocese of Viterbo. 
Out of love for Jesus, pardon my mistakes. I am writing this in a hurry, for the post is about to leave. I am 
here in Orbetello, making arrangements for the mission for next Wednesday.
I end with a profound reverence, prostrate at the feet of Your Excellency, asking for your venerated com-
mands in the next post. Meanwhile, I recommend myself to your holy prayers and ask for your pastoral 
blessing, constantly affirming that I am, in haste,
Your Reverence’s humble, unworthy servant in the Lord,
Paul of the Cross, Least Discalced Regular Cleric

__________________________________________________________________
185.
Paul is seeking the faculties to remove canonical impediments reserved to bishops. Another such request on Paul�s part is found 
in his letter to the bishop of Viterbo, February 7, 1742.


