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Francis Appiani (21)

Presentation

September 1, 1741

May the Passion of Our Lord Jesus Christ
be always in our hearts.

Dearest and Most Loved Son in Jesus Christ,
Since I am engaged in a very grave affair that is very important for the spiritual advantage of the newly 
born Congregation, I cannot come over there. Therefore, in my place I am sending Father Fulgentius, a 
great servant of God, and Father Anthony.183 Father Fulgentius is a soul very united to God and has been 
chosen as spiritual director for the retreat and director of novices. He will speak with my heart and give you 
a helping hand with excellent advice to adjust your business and proceed with great secrecy in establishing 
the Retreat over there when the time comes.
Meanwhile, you are forming an excellent and holy resolution to fly to this holy Retreat, where you will be 
received in the clefts of the rock of the Wounds of Jesus, our true Life. I would like to be writing to your 
mother that I am so happy over her recovery, but I cannot. I promise her that after you shall have celebrated 
your first Mass, I personally will bring you. I think I will have them send a letter so that you can celebrate 
on the Holy Nativity of Jesus Christ.
Courage then, dear one. Make this generous withdrawal and be sure that God will make you holy and I, in 
the Name of Jesus Christ, will be your servant, father and all, and will serve you in the Lord with infinite 
satisfaction. As long as I live, you will be with me at all times and on all occasions, and we will sing togeth-
er on our journey: “How great is the glory of the Lord.”
May your mother make this sacrifice to God and so make sure that she will ascend in the Divine Presence 
as a welcome and sweet incense, and she, even as a woman, will be received as the sacrifice of Abraham. 
Father Fulgentius and Father Anthony will have more to say in the Name of God. To avoid many rumors, 
let it be known that they are coming to conduct a retreat.
With regard to settling your business affairs, it would seem you should bring in your parish priest and an-
other friend who is a servant of God and leave the house as a possible foundation of the new Retreat, etc.
Since I do not have time, I am writing these notes to the beloved priests, Fathers Gregolini and Garbaglia, 
etc.

My Dearest Brothers, Francis Gregolini and James Garbaglia,
I read in the letter of our beloved Signore Appiani of your holy resolution that you have formed of sacrific-
ing yourselves entirely to the Sovereign Good in this least Congregation; if I were not occupied in a very 
weighty affair, I would have come to embrace you all in person. To that end I am sending our dear Father 
Fulgentius of Jesus and Father Anthony as companion. The servant of God will speak with my heart and 
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he will have you read our Rules so that you can examine everything closely. I assure you that they are very 
sweet to the spiritual palate, if you come with the dispositions that Father Fulgentius will suggest to you in 
the Name of Jesus Christ, and will have you come to the mountain of holy perfection.
Come then in the Name of Jesus Christ, for I wait to serve you, help you, console you in all the ways my 
weakness of poor spirit will permit. I do not have the time to write as I would like. I ask you to leave your 
affairs all well adjusted. So as not to give rise to protests on the part of relatives, you can say with all truth 
that you are coming here to make a retreat. Once you are vested, you can let them know over there. In that 
way the blow will not be so painful to flesh and blood, and it will be done with greater prudence. Even now 
your relatives can enjoy a peaceful sharing of your patrimony, though you cannot renounce it for a while.
Ah! I expect great things from your coming. Father Garbaglia, according to the little light that I have, will 
soon be able to take care of any assignment whatever and gain many souls for God, and Father Gregolini 
will be able to settle himself in and do great work with catechisms, meditations, and in the confessional.
I say nothing more, but commit myself to what our dear brothers, who have come to announce to them in 
the Name of Jesus, will say for their departure from the land of Egypt and of the world to take their rest in 
the promised land of holy religion, where one who is strong and faithful in the trials from God breathes the 
air of paradise. I end by embracing you in the sweet Side of Jesus.

My dear Signore Appiani, I will share with you everything and the grand designs of Divine Providence 
when you arrive here at this Retreat.
Greet your mother and Signora Domenica for me. When they are vested in the habit of Mary, Mother of 
Sorrows, they will fulfill a wonderful decision. Then the son will bear the livery of the Passion of Jesus and 
the mother that of Mary of Sorrows, and so they will make a great harmony for all paradise.
Tell Father Gregolini that the direction of novices is undertaken by Father Fulgentius, and Father Ange-
lo184 takes care of studies. But when he is here, we all work together for his greatest good.
I end, embracing you in the Side of Jesus, and I sigh for your expected arrival. Pray for me and Jesus bless 
you. Amen. I break off in a hurry.
The weeds sewn regarding the departure of Father Angelo are not true.
Your true servant in Christ,
Paul of the Cross, Least Discalced Cleric Regular

__________________________________________________________________
183.
Father Fulgentius Pastorelli of Jesus and Father Anthony Danei.
184.
This is Father Angelo Di Stefano, the Knight of Malta. Paul underlines the presence of Father Angelo to discredit the rumors of 
his departure, which would have confirmed the difficulty of living the Passionist life.


