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Mother Mary Crucified Costantini (1)182

Presentation

August 10, 1741

J.M.J.

Long live the Holy Cross.
My Daughter in Jesus Crucified,
I have not replied to your letter until now because there were not wanting to me duties and crosses, which I 
want to always kiss as precious pearls. I read with consolation the information you sent me on your spirit, 
and I see that the Divine and Sovereign Majesty is the one who is working his mercies in your soul. You 
need to be faithful in corresponding to them by annihilating yourself more and more before His Sovereign 
Majesty, getting rid of all the gifts and remaining in complete nakedness and annihilation and, at the same 
time, making a sacrifice of all these gifts by placing them in the censer of your heart so that your coals, set 
alight by Divine Love, may burn them up and have them ascend as a sweet incense to the Highest Majesty 
of the Sovereign Good. By going through this stripping, the soul remains in its true nothingness and does 
not look at the gifts with attachment, but looks at the Highest Giver in order to love him the more and to 
dispose itself in this way for greater graces. Read this section carefully; it will help you a lot.
Above all, allow yourself to be led by the Holy Spirit. Stay in your annihilation, and, when you feel the 
divine attractions and impressions, follow them with the invitation that comes from God. Then remain all 
lost in God in a sacred silence; now resting all absorbed in a loving stupor in the contemplation of the di-
vine perfections; now breaking out in divine praises; now penetrated with love and sorrow over the pains of 
Jesus, etc. But see that you do this without any play of the imagination, remaining in pure faith and without 
any picturing. Then you will be walking with greater security. Dark faith is the sure guide of holy love! O 
what delight its certainty brings to my heart.
Now, I will tell you something about my extreme needs. Know, my daughter in Jesus Christ, that my tor-
ments are growing, both from the rage of the devils and from well-intentioned people. If God does not give 
me great strength, I fear collapsing under the load. I mean to say that even my weak body will give way and 
death will put an end to everything; however, I trust that His Divine Majesty will take me into the bosom of 
his divine mercies. I say this to your heart in secret.
I see the work has been born, but I also see that it is very evident that it could die at its birth, for I do not see 
any beginning of servants of God coming to be the foundation stones on which to build the spiritual edifice. 
It may be that once I am out of the way since I am an impediment, His Divine Majesty will provide.
I am preparing myself for everything, and I simply resign myself and abandon myself to the Divine Good 
Pleasure, ready to see the work done or undone, just as God wills. My heart is in such straits, that it seems 
to me I have never been like this before. It even weakens my body. I am sharing all this in secret with you, 
my daughter in Jesus Christ, since it is proper that a poor father should share his needs with his children. 
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So pray much for me since my needs are great. Offer the Most Precious Blood of Jesus and the Sorrows of 
Holy Mary to the Eternal Father and ask for support, aid, and mercy for this poor sinner, who finds himself 
in such calamities, which I embrace willingly out of love for Jesus Christ.
I will be waiting to receive your letter to learn how your interior life is progressing, etc. Cry out to God, my 
daughter, and ask him to be moved with pity for me and to strengthen all those gathered here. They are all 
very resolved to serve God. Ask God to send others according to his Divine Heart. Jesus set you completely 
on fire with holy love and bless you. Amen.
Your unworthy servant,
Paul of the Cross, Least Discalced Cleric Regular

__________________________________________________________________
182.
Mother Mary Crucified would become the first Passionist nun. Note how Paul writes to her of his fears and sufferings. Again, 
he mentions the need for candidates, lest the Congregation die at its very birth (Saint Paul of the Cross: Letters to Mother Mary 
Crucified, translated and annotated by Father Silvan Rouse, C.P.).


