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Francis Appiani (20)

July 31, 1741

J.M.J.

Dear Son in Jesus Crucified,
I adore the divine dispositions in the sickness of your mother. God knows how willingly I would have come, 
if I were not on the verge of getting sick and, much more because of the change in weather that would put 
me in great risk of life. Nevertheless, I spoke of this today at our Chapter with the entire community, and 
they advised me that it is not good for me to place myself in such great peril, especially now in the height 
of summer. All the more so in view of what Signore Gregolini writes that the sickness of your mother is a 
malignant fever that has lasted nine days and the doctor has given up hope, so we may fear that at this hour 
your mother may have passed to eternity. But there is reason to give glory to God that such a good mother 
has so laudably come to the end of her life and is now enjoying the Sovereign Good as the reward of the 
fidelity with which she served him. If she has improved, and I have no doubt of that, we will see each other 
at a better time.
In case His Divine Majesty has taken her, you must unite yourself gently to the Holy Will of God and kiss 
the loving hand that struck the blow. In that event, you will be free to come here and sanctify yourself. But 
in the meantime, the Retreat may take shape in another form if we do not succeed in Monserrato.
With regard to the will, I would not keep her from making one. Although seeing her so healthy previously, 
I told her that the right time would be when we actually make the foundation of the Retreat. But now that 
she is sick and in grave danger, she should make her will, as, I believe, she has done. But in case she has not 
done so, you, as sole inheritor, will have the freedom to fulfill all her holy intentions.
I will be expecting a reply by post. If you will work it out, I will come in person in the month of September 
to receive it. But first take care of the household and see to it that there is no unfinished business. I have 
already written to Signore Gregolini by post and asked him to share my letter with you. In it I suggested 
that the best solution would be for you to come here, and then God will take care of the Retreat. And since 
there is no word from Naples, I come back to what I wrote in that letter concerning the affair.
My dear Signore Appiani, now is the time to show your fidelity to God and free yourself from the attacks of 
the devils, who will get people to dissuade you from your holy intentions. Be careful to pay no attention to 
anyone since trickery will come around masked with an appearance of piety. Be strong and think about the 
great good that will come to souls by cooperating with your money for the foundation of the Retreat, etc.
If your mother has died, I beg you not to be stuck in melancholy, but make loving acts of filial confidence 
in God, loving that Holy Will in every happening. The holy servants of God have acted in this way, and we 
read that “deprived of parents, they distributed their goods to the poor and for other pious works, and so, 
free of all worldly cares, they serve God the better in holiness of life in deserts and caves of the earth“178 

Much courage. God wishes to make a great testing of you to make you a great saint.
Give me complete information by post and hold to your holy intentions. As regard the question of Signora 
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Domenica, that is a business that needs great light. I believe it will run into many difficulties in Rome. I 
know there was a great servant of God who tried a similar project, and there was no way to bring it to pass. 
So we must wait and see what God wants, praying with great humility. For the devil is clever, and I fear that 
a trick of her imagination is involved.
I end, embracing you in the Side of Jesus, and declare myself,
Your humble, unworthy servant,
Paul of the Cross, Least Discalced Cleric Regular
Here, there will be prayers for your mother, and immediately upon receiving word in case of her passing to 
a better life, we will conduct funeral rites for her as a benefactress and as foundress of the Retreat, for that 
was her intention. I finish in haste and am  
Your letter was received an hour ago. On the outside of the letter do not write “Fra,” but as usual we are 
Discalced Clerics and not “Frati.”179

__________________________________________________________________
178.
We do not know where Paul found this passage, which is seemingly inspired by the letter to the Hebrews 11:36-38.
179.
In the strict sense “Frati” signifies a member of one of the Mendicant orders, such as the Franciscans and the Dominicans. The 
Passionists were classified with a structure similar to the Mendicants.


