
WWW.PASSIOCHRISTI.ORG

284

Francis Appiani (19)

Presentation

July 7, 1741

J.M.J.

Dear Reverend Father,
Last evening I received your letter, in which I am reading what you have to say about your cousin. I am 
replying that, here and now, I judge things are not completely from above, but there is something of your 
lively imagination involved. So I say to you, make nothing of the situation and reject these imaginations. 
For if God wanted that project, he would make it known with miracles. Besides, there is no need of such a 
Congregation in the Church since we have a religious group, the Servants of Mary, who have been instituted 
in order to preach the Seven Sorrows of Mary and wear the image of her heart, pierced with seven swords.
So continue your path with great annihilation and let yourself be entirely abandoned in the loving hands of 
God. When you hear such locutions, even if they seem good and bring on tears of joy, etc., get rid of them 
promptly, humble yourself, and affirm that you seek only the pleasure of God.
I have read a great lesson here. The saints who have written on this teach that such things are to be promptly 
rejected. If they are good, they will have their effect even if rejected; if they are not good, the soul remains 
free of all snares. All agree that these locutions, visions, and the like are subject to a thousand snares. There 
are some that are good, but the greater part are illusions of the devil, who makes himself into an angel of 
light and under the appearance of good, bit by bit, insinuates a secret pride, which can scarcely be detected 
by very enlightened men, and so he draws the soul to ruin. Therefore, I tell you to constantly reject such 
things, humble yourself much, and have no fear. God inspires me to speak in this way, and I know I am not 
mistaken. If God wanted such a thing, there ought to be an intense light, even for me, since you say you feel 
inspired to speak of this to me. I do not have such light.
Regarding the Retreat at Longone, I hear that the devil has made a great uproar, and there are persecutors 
and calumniators at hand reviling me, etc. The Augustinians are opposed to it, but I suppose they will not 
accomplish anything. However, if they block it being done at Monserrato, it may be that God wishes it in 
another place. If it were at San Querico, there would be water there. If the princess would concede that, 
it would cut off all strife. For now it is necessary not to speak of it, but to wait until things are resolved in 
Naples. I expect there will be a resolution by next Wednesday. The point is that there is no way to come 
over there before the height of summer.177 In that I love and adore the Divine Good Pleasure. Tell Signora 
Domenica to pray for this; do the same yourself and have others pray. Things like this should be part of the 
prayers of the servants of God. God fill you up with all blessings. Greet your mother and everyone.
Your true, unworthy servant,
Paul of the Cross, Least Discalced Cleric Regular

__________________________________________________________________
177.
Sol leone means the sun is in the sign of the Lion, constellation of Leo, that is, in early August during the hottest weather.


