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A Bishop (1)176

Presentation

July 6, 1741

J.M.J.

Your Grace,
Whereas the loving and gentle Jesus has opened the bosom of his highest mercy to cause the one who rules 
in the place of God on earth to approve the Rules and Constitutions of the Congregation of the Least Dis-
calced Clerics Regular of the Holy Cross and Passion of Jesus Christ, and given them the right to wear on 
the breast of the tunic and mantle a sign consisting of a white cross mounted over a heart, on which is writ-
ten in white letters the Name of Jesus with the title of the Passion; furthermore, he has sent a very worthy 
man to this least Congregation; so I humbly ask the piety of Your Excellence to deign to open the bosom of 
your great charity for all these least ones gathered together and to engage yourself with the Most High that 
soon they may grow in spirit, in numbers, and in great fervor and zeal to serve the souls of our neighbors 
since that is the first end for which this poor Congregation was instituted. For that reason they take a fourth 
vow to promote in the hearts of the faithful, on missions and in other exercises, devotion to the Holy Passion 
by meditating with the people after the mission sermon and in other exercises of piety.
So that Your Excellency may have a clearer idea of the Institute, I would emphasize that our Rules and 
Constitutions were allowed to remain in their essence except for a very few things which do not touch on 
the essentials of the Institute. They were approved as written because they were based on the infallible truth 
of the Gospel. In the Retreat there is a continual fast, but very prudent and adapted to the weak as well as 
the strong. When away they eat whatever is provided for them. For mental prayer they have an hour after 
reciting Matins, another hour after Prime, and another after Compline. The rest of the hours are scheduled 
for study and other exercises. Recreation takes place after noon and evening meals. Apart from these times, 
silence is observed except when it is necessary to speak. Clothed in the tunic, they sleep on a straw tick. 
The clerical dress is the tunic, mantle, sandals, and a hat for the head. In the Retreat and on mission they go 
barefoot. All this is laid down in the forty chapters of the Constitutions.
I wanted to give Your Excellency this brief notice as witness of the service and obedience I profess toward 
you, assuring you that when Your Excellency would be pleased to call us to work in his beloved vineyard 
to promote, there, devotion to the Sufferings of Jesus, a means very efficacious to destroy iniquity and set 
souls on the path to great sanctity, we are most ready to obey him.
I would have complied with this least part of my obligations to Your Excellency, if I had not be constrained 
to go to the island of Elba to negotiate the foundation of a second church and House of our Congregation, 
seeing that a benefactor wishes to cover the cost. We need only the royal assent to put everything in place. 
We have no reason to doubt that the assent will be given because of the petitions made by the people to the 
king. Let what is good in the eyes of the Lord be done.
If the Divine Goodness were to send some fervent priests of your pious city who aspire after solitude, be-
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yond all the expectations of the servants of Jesus Christ, oh, how much that intent would please me! The 
zeal of Your Excellency could contribute much so that the Name of God would be glorified among his 
creatures. I end, prostrate at your feet, asking your prayers and holy blessing, and with profound reverence 
I sign myself,
Your Excellency’s humble, unworthy servant in the Lord,
Paul of the Cross, Least Discalced Cleric Regular
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176.
This might be the bishop of Alessandria.


