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Anna Massari Danei (3)175

Viterbo

July 6, 1741

J.M.J.

The Holy Passion of Jesus be always in our hearts.

Several days ago I received your letter, in which I see that the merciful proofs of God are continuing. We 
must bow our heads to them and kiss the loving hand that administers the blow. With such a union with the 
Divine Will, we are disposed to receive inexpressible treasure and blessing, temporal as well as eternal. 
Therefore, be faithful to God in observing the divine precepts and in continuing the practice of the devo-
tions shared with you by voice and in writing. I will not repeat them for the sake of brevity.
Right now it is impossible for any of us to come there because of the horrible weather and danger from the 
Turks. Besides, I need to stay at the Retreat, for just now our Supreme Good, our God, has opened the bo-
som of his highest mercies to bring it about that our Rules and Constitutions of our Congregation have been 
approved by the Sovereign Pontiff. We have the title of Least Discalced Clerics Regular of the Holy Cross 
and Passion of Jesus Christ, and to that end bear the holy sign on the breast of our tunic and mantle. The 
Rules were not changed at all. We have the task of giving missions, in which we must promote devotion to 
the sacred Passion by meditating with the people after the mission sermon as well as in other exercises. We 
take a fourth vow to that effect. In all this it is necessary to thank God and to speak with great humility, for 
we had nothing to do in this work. It is all God’s.
If God will open the way, and I hope he will, for me to come there to conduct missions, I would have the 
chance of seeing you and consoling you in the good God, who is the one object of our consolation.
Meanwhile, let us have lively faith in Jesus Christ and in the merits of Mary, Mother of Sorrows, that they 
have never abandoned you, but provided for you with mercy and will always assist you from the infinite 
concern that they provide for the needy, body and soul. I ask that all have great respect for their mother, 
consoling and assisting her in all things, fleeing from any worldly and libertine companions, for the world is 
very evil, and I strongly fear an imminent and great scourge. Let us be well prepared and walk in the bosom 
of the divine mercies and not beneath the scourge of his wrath.
Let them take heart that God wishes much good for them, and let them repose in the pure Side of Jesus, 
together with their mother, to whom may the merciful God grant the fullness of grace and blessings and, I 
certainly hope, for all the house, for which I continually pray His Divine Majesty.
I ask that our sisters live very withdrawn, modestly and devoutly, and place all their confidence in God 
without thinking of the state God wills for them since he has care for all. Jesus bless them. Amen. It is not 
good to be writing often, especially at this time, since the letter may be lost.
Although we are Discalced Clerics Regular, we wear sandals except that on missions we are barefoot.
May God grant that some of the good priests there would decide to withdraw with us, especially Paul Sardi 
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and Father Pulziani, the confessors of the nuns, the more so because now we are about to found another 
Retreat.
If Joseph wants to speak to them about this, it would be well, reminding them of the urgings which came 
from God and which they have had for years. If they come to such a decision, let them write me by the post. 
I will tell them how to proceed and how to travel here. If they do that God will make them saints, and they 
will go to heaven with thousands of souls with them, who God, using them, will convert. The letters should 
be addressed to Father Paul of the Cross, Least Discalced Cleric Regular, in the Retreat of the Presentation, 
Viterbo for Orbetello.
You can tell them we wear the ordinary clerical tunic of rough cloth with woolen underclothing, the mantle 
to the knees. On the tunic and mantle we wear a holy sign consisting of a white cross, mounted on a heart, 
on which is written in white letters the sweet Name of Jesus with title of the Passion. On journeys we wear 
a hat. We sleep on straw ticks and arise for Matins at night. There are three hours of prayer during the day 
as well as time for study, examen, lessons, conferences, and recreation, which takes place after the noon 
and evening meals. During the night and the rest of the day we remain in silence at work. The day passes 
as though it were a minute. While in the Retreat, it is a Lenten life, but prudent enough. Outside, we eat 
whatever is provided.
The Constitutions contains forty chapters. Read this description to them and greet them in Jesus Christ. Tell 
them they will make a fine group of Lombard priests who will give glory to God and edify the whole world. 
Thanks be to God and to Mary.
Your humble, unworthy servant,
Paul of the Cross, Least Discalced Cleric Regular

__________________________________________________________________
175.
Paul writes this long letter to his mother to share his happiness with her. He admits he would like to give missions nearby and 
so be able to visit her. He suggests that some of his priest-friends might wish to join him, now that the pope has given this initial 
approval.


