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Canon Blaise Pieri (1)172

Presentation

June 8, 1741

J.M.J.

Most Reverend Father,
This evening after dinner, I received your welcome letter, and I am replying to it during the time of silence 
since all the members are in their cells for sleep before rising for Matins
Oh, how sweet is the sweet spirit of our Jesus! Oh, how great, how immense, is his love. How infinite his 
charity! He brings calm after the storm; and after clouds, the clear sky. May his Name be blessed forever. 
Amen. Amen.
I had already determined to give you an entire account of all that the admirable Divine Providence of the 
Most High has worked, as seen by my puny and darkened intelligence, for this work has been guided by 
God in a way incomprehensible to me. You should know that the holy Rules and Constitutions have not 
been changed in what touches their essentials; there were some small and insignificant things removed, 
which do not merit notice. But with time I strongly believe that God will make his will known for these 
things as well.
The Congregation is established with the title of Least Discalced Clerics Regular of the Cross and Passion 
of Jesus Christ our Savior. A tunic is worn, as you are aware, with mantle to the knee. We are granted the 
great sign of salvation, terrible to all hell, consisting of a white cross planted on a heart and formed with 
white outline. Within it there is written the noble name of Jesus with the title of his Passion in white letters. 
A fourth vow is taken to promote devotion to the Passion, as you are aware. There is a perpetual fast, very 
discreet in practice. Outside the Retreat I told you we eat whatever is provided. There are three hours of 
prayer: at midnight after Matins, after Prime, and after Compline. All the hours of the Divine Office are 
spread out through the day. There is time given for recreation. We sleep as you saw. To sum up, nothing was 
touched. His Holiness has limited us to one House in a diocese, as was in the Rules. And I hope to inform 
you soon of the establishment of a second House on the island of Elba, where I am going next week.
His Holiness has sent us a most worthy candidate who was vicar general of the Grand Priory of Barletta, 
a priest and religious of the Jerusalemite Order, whom he dispensed willingly to allow him to pass to our 
least Congregation. He is very pious and learned, and he has published. He is in good health and has a good 
complexion and is about your age or mine. He is able to give missions and has done so.
The favor of approval was carried here by him, and on Thursday, a day consecrated to the great Solemnity 
of Corpus Christi, our infinite sacramental Love was placed in the tabernacle of the church. Those assem-
bled here have found it a paradise of spiritual consolation to reflect that after so many years, our loving 
Shepherd, Father and Master, has come to stay day and night with his least sheep, poor sons and ignorant 
disciples. Oh, how much I would like to say! Silence is imposed on me in order not to increase your suf-
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fering. Ah, dear and esteemed Father in Jesus Christ, do not cease to offer great thanks to the Infinite Love, 
and beg him to quickly increase these Least Discalced Clerics Regular of the Passion so they may imprint 
on the hearts of all  
I am in a hurry and have no time to say more. My heart would like to say wonderful things to our Sister 
Maria Colomba, a true servant of the Most High. She is entirely imprinted with a great sign of Crucified 
Love, but my pen cannot express my thought. I admire this blessed dove on the fruitful olive tree of the 
cross. She does not carry the olive twig in her mouth, as did the one that flew from the ark. No, she takes 
in from that great tree of life the divine oil which, ignited by the flame of divine love, consumes everything 
as a holocaust victim to the Highest Good. Oh, fortunate Colomba! You have found grace in the eyes of the 
Lord. Oh, how much my heart would say to you, but you know that Paul is the greatest sinner! I think you 
understand this in God. Pray for me. Let yourself be consumed entirely on the altar, roasted, singed in that 
oil which boils, that you, because of your exceeding courage, imbibe from that fruitful tree of the cross, 
which I, through my own fault, do not know how to taste.
Morning is coming, and I have other letters to write. Pray for poor Paul, who is always worse, and tell Sister 
Colomba to pray for me   Let her pray that God send great workers   God is so much offended, the world 
stands in ruin  
Be patient and pardon my blunders   greet in the pure Heart of Jesus   Sister Colomba, and tell her to inform 
me   say something about the Passion of Jesus, etc., so that you learn this great science of love. Pray for me 
and bless me.
Your humble, unworthy servant,
Paul of the Cross, Least Discalced Cleric Regular

__________________________________________________________________
172.
Canon Pieri of Vetralla was deeply impressed by Paul and requested him to give a retreat to the Carmelite nuns there. Thus Paul 
became acquainted with the nuns, especially Sister Colomba, as well as the clergy and laity. After a very successful mission at 
Vetralla in April 1742, Paul was able to make the second foundation there, the Retreat of San Angelo. This letter shows how close 
Paul was to Canon Pieri and Paul’s high esteem of Sister Colomba.


