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Francis Appiani (17)

Orbetello

June 2, 1741

J.M.J.

Reverend Father,
Thanks forever to the Sovereign Good, yesterday, the Feast of Corpus Christi, Solemn Mass, along with 
the Te Deum, were celebrated in thanksgiving to the Divine Majesty for the granting of the grace of the 
confirmation of our Rules and Constitutions. This ample grace came through the Holy Father, the Supreme 
Pontiff, on May 15, and I received the Rules and Constitutions, along with a rescript and apostolic seal, on 
Wednesday night. A holy and pious priest, a knight of Malta,171 whom the Holy Father is allowing to join 
our least Congregation and will be vested in a few days, brought the Rule and rescript to us.
The Congregation has the title of Least Discalced Clerics Regular of the Holy Cross and Passion of Jesus 
Christ. We wear a mantle reaching to the knee, hat on our heads, and sandals on our feet except at the Re-
treat and on missions. On our breasts on the left side of the tunic we have a white cross in the middle of a 
heart formed with white lines, and within the heart is written Jesu Christi Passio. We wear this also on the 
mantle. Oh, see, my dear son, the great work of God! I hope that His Divine Majesty will have it make great 
progress.
Yesterday, we placed the Blessed Sacrament in the tabernacle. We have not had that up until now, for the 
Congregation had not been established as yet. So I hope to be able to come to the island within the month of 
June to establish the Retreat there. But it is necessary to be quiet so as not to open the way for the devil, etc.
You may share with your mother and in secret with your parish priest. When the establishment is confirmed, 
you can tell everyone. I am writing with great haste, for I am burdened with business. I have need of prayer 
so that God will give me the light and strength to do his Divine Will in everything. I end by embracing you 
in Jesus and declare myself always,
Your true servant,
Paul of the Cross, Least Discalced Cleric Regular
It will be necessary that we come together about the Retreat – the best site, etc. – on my arrival in Rio.

__________________________________________________________________
171.
Father Angelo Maria Gabriele Di Stefano.


